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Andy’s NOTE: Since Light Sport regulations are scattered across several parts of
the FAR’s and you need to be familiar with all of them to truly understand how
Light Sport works, I’ve put together this summary to make it easier. You use this
at your own risk and all references should be checked against official sources to
ensure that you have the correct information. “Andy’s NOTES” are intended to
provide my take on the regs you just read and are my opinion and should be
taken as such.!

!

§21.175 Airworthiness certificates: classification.
(a) Standard airworthiness certificates are airworthiness certificates issued
for aircraft type certificated in the normal, utility, acrobatic, commuter, or transport
category, and for manned free balloons, and for aircraft designated by the FAA as
special classes of aircraft.
(b) Special airworthiness certificates are primary, restricted, limited, lightsport, and provisional airworthiness certificates, special flight permits, and
experimental certificates.
§21.190 Issue of a special airworthiness certificate for a light-sport
category aircraft.
(a) Purpose. The FAA issues a special airworthiness certificate in the lightsport category to operate a light-sport aircraft, other than a gyroplane.
(b) Eligibility. To be eligible for a special airworthiness certificate in the lightsport category:
(1) An applicant must provide the FAA with—
(i) The aircraft's operating instructions;
(ii) The aircraft's maintenance and inspection procedures;
(iii) The manufacturer's statement of compliance as described in paragraph
(c) of this section; and
(iv) The aircraft's flight training supplement.

(2) The aircraft must not have been previously issued a standard, primary,
restricted, limited, or provisional airworthiness certificate, or an equivalent
airworthiness certificate issued by a foreign civil aviation authority.
(3) The aircraft must be inspected by the FAA and found to be in a condition
for safe operation.
(c) Manufacturer's statement of compliance for light-sport category aircraft.
The manufacturer's statement of compliance required in paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of
this section must—
(1) Identify the aircraft by make and model, serial number, class, date of
manufacture, and consensus standard used;
(2) State that the aircraft meets the provisions of the identified consensus
standard;
(3) State that the aircraft conforms to the manufacturer's design data, using
the manufacturer's quality assurance system that meets the identified consensus
standard;
(4) State that the manufacturer will make available to any interested person
the following documents that meet the identified consensus standard:
(i) The aircraft's operating instructions.
(ii) The aircraft's maintenance and inspection procedures.
(iii) The aircraft's flight training supplement.
(5) State that the manufacturer will monitor and correct safety-of-flight issues
through the issuance of safety directives and a continued airworthiness system
that meets the identified consensus standard;
(6) State that at the request of the FAA, the manufacturer will provide
unrestricted access to its facilities; and
(7) State that the manufacturer, in accordance with a production acceptance
test procedure that meets an applicable consensus standard has—
(i) Ground and flight tested the aircraft;
(ii) Found the aircraft performance acceptable; and
(iii) Determined that the aircraft is in a condition for safe operation.

(d) Light-sport aircraft manufactured outside the United States. For aircraft
manufactured outside of the United States to be eligible for a special
airworthiness certificate in the light-sport category, an applicant must meet the
requirements of paragraph (b) of this section and provide to the FAA evidence
that—
(1) The aircraft was manufactured in a country with which the United States
has a Bilateral Airworthiness Agreement concerning airplanes or Bilateral
Aviation Safety Agreement with associated Implementation Procedures for
Airworthiness concerning airplanes, or an equivalent airworthiness agreement;
and
(2) The aircraft is eligible for an airworthiness certificate, flight authorization,
or other similar certification in its country of manufacture.
§43.3 Persons authorized to perform maintenance, preventive
maintenance, rebuilding, and alterations.
(a) Except as provided in this section and §43.17, no person may maintain,
rebuild, alter, or perform preventive maintenance on an aircraft, airframe, aircraft
engine, propeller, appliance, or component part to which this part applies. Those
items, the performance of which is a major alteration, a major repair, or
preventive maintenance, are listed in appendix A.
(b) The holder of a mechanic certificate may perform maintenance,
preventive maintenance, and alterations as provided in Part 65 of this chapter.
(c) The holder of a repairman certificate may perform maintenance,
preventive maintenance, and alterations as provided in part 65 of this chapter.
(d) A person working under the supervision of a holder of a mechanic or
repairman certificate may perform the maintenance, preventive maintenance,
and alterations that his supervisor is authorized to perform, if the supervisor
personally observes the work being done to the extent necessary to ensure that it
is being done properly and if the supervisor is readily available, in person, for
consultation. However, this paragraph does not authorize the performance of any
inspection required by Part 91 or Part 125 of this chapter or any inspection
performed after a major repair or alteration.
(e) The holder of a repair station certificate may perform maintenance,
preventive maintenance, and alterations as provided in Part 145 of this chapter.

(f) The holder of an air carrier operating certificate or an operating certificate
issued under Part 121 or 135, may perform maintenance, preventive
maintenance, and alterations as provided in Part 121 or 135.
(g) Except for holders of a sport pilot certificate, the holder of a pilot
certificate issued under part 61 may perform preventive maintenance on any
aircraft owned or operated by that pilot which is not used under part 121, 129, or
135 of this chapter. The holder of a sport pilot certificate may perform preventive
maintenance on an aircraft owned or operated by that pilot and issued a special
airworthiness certificate in the light-sport category.
Andy’s NOTE: Confusion still reigns in the Light Sport community about
some of the facets of it, and this is one of those areas. Common knowledge
states that manufacturer’s limitations carry the force of law in Light Sport, and
this is often true. However, Rotax and Flight Design both incorporated
mandatory training requirements for both pilots and mechanics that superseded
the provisions of Part 43. A letter from the FAA legal’s office addressed what is
really required and is linked to in the References section of this website. Be sure
to read it so you know what is and is not required. Also See FAR 91.327(b)(1)
which is included in this reference. While maintaining warranty is one thing, Light
Sport manufacturers only hurt their market when they make daily maintenance
tasks unduly burdensome.
Appendix A to Part 43—Major Alterations, Major Repairs, and Preventive
Maintenance
(Edited: Part A and B removed)
(c) Preventive maintenance. Preventive maintenance is limited to the
following work, provided it does not involve complex assembly operations:
(1) Removal, installation, and repair of landing gear tires.
(2) Replacing elastic shock absorber cords on landing gear.
(3) Servicing landing gear shock struts by adding oil, air, or both.
(4) Servicing landing gear wheel bearings, such as cleaning and greasing.
(5) Replacing defective safety wiring or cotter keys.
(6) Lubrication not requiring disassembly other than removal of nonstructural
items such as cover plates, cowlings, and fairings.

(7) Making simple fabric patches not requiring rib stitching or the removal of
structural parts or control surfaces. In the case of balloons, the making of small
fabric repairs to envelopes (as defined in, and in accordance with, the balloon
manufacturers' instructions) not requiring load tape repair or replacement.
(8) Replenishing hydraulic fluid in the hydraulic reservoir.
(9) Refinishing decorative coating of fuselage, balloon baskets, wings tail
group surfaces (excluding balanced control surfaces), fairings, cowlings, landing
gear, cabin, or cockpit interior when removal or disassembly of any primary
structure or operating system is not required.
(10) Applying preservative or protective material to components where no
disassembly of any primary structure or operating system is involved and where
such coating is not prohibited or is not contrary to good practices.
(11) Repairing upholstery and decorative furnishings of the cabin, cockpit, or
balloon basket interior when the repairing does not require disassembly of any
primary structure or operating system or interfere with an operating system or
affect the primary structure of the aircraft.
(12) Making small simple repairs to fairings, nonstructural cover plates,
cowlings, and small patches and reinforcements not changing the contour so as
to interfere with proper air flow.
(13) Replacing side windows where that work does not interfere with the
structure or any operating system such as controls, electrical equipment, etc.
(14) Replacing safety belts.
(15) Replacing seats or seat parts with replacement parts approved for the
aircraft, not involving disassembly of any primary structure or operating system.
(16) Trouble shooting and repairing broken circuits in landing light wiring
circuits.
(17) Replacing bulbs, reflectors, and lenses of position and landing lights.
(18) Replacing wheels and skis where no weight and balance computation is
involved.
(19) Replacing any cowling not requiring removal of the propeller or
disconnection of flight controls.

(20) Replacing or cleaning spark plugs and setting of spark plug gap
clearance.
(21) Replacing any hose connection except hydraulic connections.
(22) Replacing prefabricated fuel lines.
(23) Cleaning or replacing fuel and oil strainers or filter elements.
(24) Replacing and servicing batteries.
(25) Cleaning of balloon burner pilot and main nozzles in accordance with
the balloon manufacturer's instructions.
(26) Replacement or adjustment of nonstructural standard fasteners
incidental to operations.
(27) The interchange of balloon baskets and burners on envelopes when the
basket or burner is designated as interchangeable in the balloon type certificate
data and the baskets and burners are specifically designed for quick removal and
installation.
(28) The installations of anti-misfueling devices to reduce the diameter of
fuel tank filler openings provided the specific device has been made a part of the
aircraft type certificiate data by the aircraft manufacturer, the aircraft
manufacturer has provided FAA-approved instructions for installation of the
specific device, and installation does not involve the disassembly of the existing
tank filler opening.
(29) Removing, checking, and replacing magnetic chip detectors.
(30) The inspection and maintenance tasks prescribed and specifically
identified as preventive maintenance in a primary category aircraft type certificate
or supplemental type certificate holder's approved special inspection and
preventive maintenance program when accomplished on a primary category
aircraft provided:
(i) They are performed by the holder of at least a private pilot certificate
issued under part 61 who is the registered owner (including co-owners) of the
affected aircraft and who holds a certificate of competency for the affected
aircraft (1) issued by a school approved under §147.21(e) of this chapter; (2)
issued by the holder of the production certificate for that primary category aircraft
that has a special training program approved under §21.24 of this subchapter; or
(3) issued by another entity that has a course approved by the Administrator; and

(ii) The inspections and maintenance tasks are performed in accordance
with instructions contained by the special inspection and preventive maintenance
program approved as part of the aircraft's type design or supplemental type
design.
(31) Removing and replacing self-contained, front instrument panel-mounted
navigation and communication devices that employ tray-mounted connectors that
connect the unit when the unit is installed into the instrument panel, (excluding
automatic flight control systems, transponders, and microwave frequency
distance measuring equipment (DME)). The approved unit must be designed to
be readily and repeatedly removed and replaced, and pertinent instructions must
be provided. Prior to the unit's intended use, and operational check must be
performed in accordance with the applicable sections of part 91 of this chapter.
§61.3 Requirement for certificates, ratings, and authorizations.
(a) Required pilot certificate for operating a civil aircraft of the United States.
No person may serve as a required pilot flight crewmember of a civil aircraft of
the United States, unless that person:
(1) Has in the person's physical possession or readily accessible in the
aircraft when exercising the privileges of that pilot certificate or authorization—
(i) A pilot certificate issued under this part and in accordance with §61.19;
(ii) A special purpose pilot authorization issued under §61.77;
(iii) A temporary certificate issued under §61.17;
(iv) A document conveying temporary authority to exercise certificate
privileges issued by the Airmen Certification Branch under §61.29(e); or
(v) When operating an aircraft within a foreign country, a pilot license
issued by that country may be used.
(2) Has a photo identification that is in that person's physical possession or
readily accessible in the aircraft when exercising the privileges of that pilot
certificate or authorization. The photo identification must be a:
(i) Driver's license issued by a State, the District of Columbia, or territory
or possession of the United States;
(ii) Government identification card issued by the Federal government, a
State, the District of Columbia, or a territory or possession of the United
States;

(iii) U.S. Armed Forces' identification card;
(iv) Official passport;
(v) Credential that authorizes unescorted access to a security
identification display area at an airport regulated under 49 CFR part 1542; or
(vi) Other form of identification that the Administrator finds acceptable.
(b) Required pilot certificate for operating a foreign-registered aircraft within
the United States. No person may serve as a required pilot flight crewmember of
a civil aircraft of foreign registry within the United States, unless—
(1) That person's pilot certificate or document issued under §61.29(e) is in
that person's physical possession or readily accessible in the aircraft when
exercising the privileges of that pilot certificate; and
(2) Has been issued in accordance with this part, or has been issued or
validated by the country in which the aircraft is registered.
(c) Medical certificate. (1) A person may serve as a required pilot flight
crewmember of an aircraft only if that person holds the appropriate medical
certificate issued under part 67 of this chapter, or other documentation
acceptable to the FAA, that is in that person's physical possession or readily
accessible in the aircraft. Paragraph (c)(2) of this section provides certain
exceptions to the requirement to hold a medical certificate.
(2) A person is not required to meet the requirements of paragraph (c)(1) of
this section if that person—
(i) Is exercising the privileges of a student pilot certificate while seeking a
pilot certificate with a glider category rating, a balloon class rating, or glider or
balloon privileges;
(ii) Is exercising the privileges of a student pilot certificate while seeking a
sport pilot certificate with other than glider or balloon privileges and holds a U.S.
driver's license;
(iii) Is exercising the privileges of a student pilot certificate while seeking a
pilot certificate with a weight-shift-control aircraft category rating or a powered
parachute category rating and holds a U.S. driver's license;
(iv) Is exercising the privileges of a sport pilot certificate with glider or balloon
privileges;

(v) Is exercising the privileges of a sport pilot certificate with other than glider
or balloon privileges and holds a U.S. driver's license. A person who has applied
for or held a medical certificate may exercise the privileges of a sport pilot
certificate using a U.S. driver's license only if that person—
(A) Has been found eligible for the issuance of at least a third-class airman
medical certificate at the time of his or her most recent application; and
(B) Has not had his or her most recently issued medical certificate
suspended or revoked or most recent Authorization for a Special Issuance of a
Medical Certificate withdrawn.
(vi) Is holding a pilot certificate with a balloon class rating and is piloting or
providing training in a balloon as appropriate;
(vii) Is holding a pilot certificate or a flight instructor certificate with a glider
category rating, and is piloting or providing training in a glider, as appropriate;
(viii) Except as provided in paragraph (c)(2)(vii) of this section, is exercising
the privileges of a flight instructor certificate, provided the person is not acting as
pilot in command or as a required pilot flight crewmember;
(Deleted.)
(l) Inspection of certificate. Each person who holds an airman certificate,
medical certificate, authorization, or license required by this part must present it
and their photo identification as described in paragraph (a)(2) of this section for
inspection upon a request from:
(1) The Administrator;
(2) An authorized representative of the National Transportation Safety Board;
(3) Any Federal, State, or local law enforcement officer; or
(4) An authorized representative of the Transportation Security
Administration.
Andy’s NOTE: There are a lot of folks out there making the case that a Light
Sport CFI cannot be a safety pilot because they cannot be a required pilot crew
member without a medical in an LSA. This simply false. Most folks I’ve talked to
about this quote Part (c)(1) above but stop before they get the part about “other
documentation acceptable to the FAA”. Part (c)(2)(v) pertains to flying as a spot
pilot (notice it says “exercising the privileges of a sport pilot certificate” which

anyone with a private certificate or higher is doing when operating under FAR
61.315). The confusion comes in because of the wording of (c)(2)(viii) which was
written address what became SubPart H CFI’s operating without any kind of a
medical certificate. Additionally, as we will see later, 61.23(c) specifically states
that a CFI-S in an LSA can be a required pilot crew member using a Driver’s
License medical.
§61.19 Duration of pilot and instructor certificates.
(a) General. The holder of a certificate with an expiration date may not, after
that date, exercise the privileges of that certificate.
(b) Student pilot certificate.
(1) For student pilots who have not reached their 40th birthday, the student
pilot certificate does not expire until 60 calendar months after the month of the
date of examination shown on the medical certificate.
(2) For student pilots who have reached their 40th birthday, the student pilot
certificate does not expire until 24 calendar months after the month of the date of
examination shown on the medical certificate.
(3) For student pilots seeking a glider rating, balloon rating, or a sport pilot
certificate, the student pilot certificate does not expire until 60 calendar months
after the month of the date issued, regardless of the person's age.
(c) Other pilot certificates. A pilot certificate (other than a student pilot
certificate) issued under this part is issued without a specific expiration date. The
holder of a pilot certificate issued on the basis of a foreign pilot license may
exercise the privileges of that certificate only while that person's foreign pilot
license is effective.
(d) Flight instructor certificate. Except as specified in §61.197(b), a flight
instructor certificate expires 24 calendar months from the month in which it was
issued, renewed, or reinstated, as appropriate.
(e) Ground instructor certificate. A ground instructor certificate is issued
without a specific expiration date.
(f) Return of certificates. The holder of any airman certificate that is issued
under this part, and that has been suspended or revoked, must return that
certificate to the FAA when requested to do so by the Administrator.
(g) Duration of pilot certificates. Except for a temporary certificate issued
under §61.17 or a student pilot certificate issued under paragraph (b) of this

section, the holder of a paper pilot certificate issued under this part may not
exercise the privileges of that certificate after March 31, 2010.
§61.23 Medical certificates: Requirement and duration.
(a) Operations requiring a medical certificate. Except as provided in
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section, a person—
(1) Must hold a first-class medical certificate:
(i) When exercising the pilot-in-command privileges of an airline transport
pilot certificate;
(ii) When exercising the second-in-command privileges of an airline transport
pilot certificate in a flag or supplemental operation in part 121 of this chapter that
requires three or more pilots; or
(iii) When serving as a required pilot flightcrew member in an operation
conducted under part 121 of this chapter if the pilot has reached his or her 60th
birthday.
(2) Must hold at least a second class medical certificate when exercising:
(i) Second-in-command privileges of an airline transport pilot certificate in
part 121 of this chapter (other than operations specified in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of
this section); or
(ii) Privileges of a commercial pilot certificate; or
(3) Must hold at least a third-class medical certificate—
(i) When exercising the privileges of a private pilot certificate;
(ii) When exercising the privileges of a recreational pilot certificate;
(iii) When exercising the privileges of a student pilot certificate;
(iv) When exercising the privileges of a flight instructor certificate and acting
as the pilot in command;
(v) When exercising the privileges of a flight instructor certificate and serving
as a required pilot flight crewmember;

(vi) When taking a practical test in an aircraft for a recreational pilot, private
pilot, commercial pilot, or airline transport pilot certificate, or for a flight instructor
certificate; or
(vii) When performing the duties as an Examiner in an aircraft when
administering a practical test or proficiency check for an airman certificate, rating,
or authorization.
(b) Operations not requiring a medical certificate. A person is not required to
hold a medical certificate—
(1) When exercising the privileges of a student pilot certificate while seeking
—
(i) A sport pilot certificate with glider or balloon privileges; or
(ii) A pilot certificate with a glider category rating or balloon class rating;
(2) When exercising the privileges of a sport pilot certificate with privileges in
a glider or balloon;
(3) When exercising the privileges of a pilot certificate with a glider category
rating or balloon class rating in a glider or a balloon, as appropriate;
(4) When exercising the privileges of a flight instructor certificate with—
(i) A sport pilot rating in a glider or balloon; or
(ii) A glider category rating;
(5) When exercising the privileges of a flight instructor certificate if the
person is not acting as pilot in command or serving as a required pilot flight
crewmember;
(6) When exercising the privileges of a ground instructor certificate;
(7) When serving as an Examiner or check airman and administering a
practical test or proficiency check for an airman certificate, rating, or authorization
conducted in a glider, balloon, flight simulator, or flight training device;
(8) When taking a practical test or a proficiency check for a certificate, rating,
authorization or operating privilege conducted in a glider, balloon, flight simulator,
or flight training device; or

(9) When a military pilot of the U.S. Armed Forces can show evidence of an
up-to-date medical examination authorizing pilot flight status issued by the U.S.
Armed Forces and—
(i) The flight does not require higher than a third-class medical certificate;
and
(ii) The flight conducted is a domestic flight operation within U.S. airspace.
(c) Operations requiring either a medical certificate or U.S. driver's
license. (1) A person must hold and possess either a medical certificate
issued under part 67 of this chapter or a U.S. driver's license when—
(i) Exercising the privileges of a student pilot certificate while seeking
sport pilot privileges in a light-sport aircraft other than a glider or balloon;
(ii) Exercising the privileges of a sport pilot certificate in a light-sport
aircraft other than a glider or balloon;
(iii) Exercising the privileges of a flight instructor certificate with a
sport pilot rating while acting as pilot in command or serving as a required
flight crewmember of a light-sport aircraft other than a glider or balloon; or
(iv) Serving as an Examiner and administering a practical test for the
issuance of a sport pilot certificate in a light-sport aircraft other than a
glider or balloon.
(2) A person using a U.S. driver's license to meet the requirements of this
paragraph must—
(i) Comply with each restriction and limitation imposed by that person's U.S.
driver's license and any judicial or administrative order applying to the operation
of a motor vehicle;
(ii) Have been found eligible for the issuance of at least a third-class airman
medical certificate at the time of his or her most recent application (if the person
has applied for a medical certificate);
(iii) Not have had his or her most recently issued medical certificate (if the
person has held a medical certificate) suspended or revoked or most recent
Authorization for a Special Issuance of a Medical Certificate withdrawn; and
(iv) Not know or have reason to know of any medical condition that would
make that person unable to operate a light-sport aircraft in a safe manner.

(d) Duration of a medical certificate. (Deleted.)
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Andy’s NOTE: I highlighted this provision of FAR 61.23(c) to underscore that
this is the regulatory basis for debunking the myth that a CFI-S cannot be a
required pilot crew member is an LSA. This sets up a CFI-S to perform as a
safety pilot if other conditions as specified in FAR 91.109 are met. (More on that
later.)
§61.45 Practical tests: Required aircraft and equipment.
(a) General. Except as provided in paragraph (a)(2) of this section or when
permitted to accomplish the entire flight increment of the practical test in a flight
simulator or a flight training device, an applicant for a certificate or rating issued
under this part must furnish:
(1) An aircraft of U.S. registry for each required test that—
(i) Is of the category, class, and type, if applicable, for which the applicant is
applying for a certificate or rating; and
(ii) Has a standard airworthiness certificate or special airworthiness
certificate in the limited, primary, or light-sport category.
(2) At the discretion of the examiner who administers the practical test, the
applicant may furnish—
(i) An aircraft that has an airworthiness certificate other than a standard
airworthiness certificate or special airworthiness certificate in the limited, primary,
or light-sport category, but that otherwise meets the requirements of paragraph
(a)(1) of this section;
(ii) An aircraft of the same category, class, and type, if applicable, of foreign
registry that is properly certificated by the country of registry; or
(iii) A military aircraft of the same category, class, and type, if aircraft class
and type are appropriate, for which the applicant is applying for a certificate or
rating, and provided—
(A) The aircraft is under the direct operational control of the U.S. Armed
Forces;
(B) The aircraft is airworthy under the maintenance standards of the U.S.
Armed Forces; and

(C) The applicant has a letter from his or her commanding officer authorizing
the use of the aircraft for the practical test.
(b) Required equipment (other than controls). (1) Except as provided in
paragraph (b)(2) of this section, an aircraft used for a practical test must have—
(i) The equipment for each area of operation required for the practical test;
(ii) No prescribed operating limitations that prohibit its use in any of the areas
of operation required for the practical test;
(iii) Except as provided in paragraphs (e) and (f) of this section, at least two
pilot stations with adequate visibility for each person to operate the aircraft safely;
and
(iv) Cockpit and outside visibility adequate to evaluate the performance of
the applicant when an additional jump seat is provided for the examiner.
(2) An applicant for a certificate or rating may use an aircraft with operating
characteristics that preclude the applicant from performing all of the tasks
required for the practical test. However, the applicant's certificate or rating, as
appropriate, will be issued with an appropriate limitation.
(c) Required controls. Except for lighter-than-air aircraft, and a glider without
an engine, an aircraft used for a practical test must have engine power controls
and flight controls that are easily reached and operable in a conventional manner
by both pilots, unless the Examiner determines that the practical test can be
conducted safely in the aircraft without the controls easily reached by the
Examiner.
(d) Simulated instrument flight equipment. An applicant for a practical test
that involves maneuvering an aircraft solely by reference to instruments must
furnish:
(1) Equipment on board the aircraft that permits the applicant to pass the
areas of operation that apply to the rating sought; and
(2) A device that prevents the applicant from having visual reference outside
the aircraft, but does not prevent the examiner from having visual reference
outside the aircraft, and is otherwise acceptable to the Administrator.
(e) Aircraft with single controls. A practical test may be conducted in an
aircraft having a single set of controls, provided the:

(1) Examiner agrees to conduct the test;
(2) Test does not involve a demonstration of instrument skills; and
(3) Proficiency of the applicant can be observed by an examiner who is in a
position to observe the applicant.
(f) Light-sport aircraft with a single seat. A practical test for a sport pilot
certificate may be conducted in a light-sport aircraft having a single seat provided
that the—
(1) Examiner agrees to conduct the test;
(2) Examiner is in a position to observe the operation of the aircraft and
evaluate the proficiency of the applicant; and
(3) Pilot certificate of an applicant successfully passing the test is issued a
pilot certificate with a limitation “No passenger carriage and flight in a single-seat
light-sport aircraft only.”

!
§61.51 Pilot logbooks.
(a) Training time and aeronautical experience. Each person must document
and record the following time in a manner acceptable to the Administrator:
(1) Training and aeronautical experience used to meet the requirements for
a certificate, rating, or flight review of this part.
(2) The aeronautical experience required for meeting the recent flight
experience requirements of this part.
(b) Logbook entries. For the purposes of meeting the requirements of
paragraph (a) of this section, each person must enter the following information
for each flight or lesson logged:
(1) General—
(i) Date.
(ii) Total flight time or lesson time.
(iii) Location where the aircraft departed and arrived, or for lessons in a flight
simulator or flight training device, the location where the lesson occurred.

(iv) Type and identification of aircraft, flight simulator, flight training device, or
aviation training device, as appropriate.
(v) The name of a safety pilot, if required by §91.109 of this chapter.
(2) Type of pilot experience or training—
(i) Solo.
(ii) Pilot in command.
(iii) Second in command.
(iv) Flight and ground training received from an authorized instructor.
(v) Training received in a flight simulator, flight training device, or aviation
training device from an authorized instructor.
(3) Conditions of flight—
(i) Day or night.
(ii) Actual instrument.
(iii) Simulated instrument conditions in flight, a flight simulator, flight training
device, or aviation training device.
(iv) Use of night vision goggles in an aircraft in flight, in a flight simulator, or
in a flight training device.
(c) Logging of pilot time. The pilot time described in this section may be used
to:
(1) Apply for a certificate or rating issued under this part or a privilege
authorized under this part; or
(2) Satisfy the recent flight experience requirements of this part.
(d) Logging of solo flight time. Except for a student pilot performing the
duties of pilot in command of an airship requiring more than one pilot flight
crewmember, a pilot may log as solo flight time only that flight time when the pilot
is the sole occupant of the aircraft.

(e) Logging pilot-in-command flight time. (1) A sport, recreational, private,
commercial, or airline transport pilot may log pilot in command flight time for
flights(i) When the pilot is the sole manipulator of the controls of an aircraft for
which the pilot is rated, or has sport pilot privileges for that category and class of
aircraft, if the aircraft class rating is appropriate;
(ii) When the pilot is the sole occupant in the aircraft;
(iii) When the pilot, except for a holder of a sport or recreational pilot
certificate, acts as pilot in command of an aircraft for which more than one pilot is
required under the type certification of the aircraft or the regulations under which
the flight is conducted; or
(iv) When the pilot performs the duties of pilot in command while under the
supervision of a qualified pilot in command provided—
(A) The pilot performing the duties of pilot in command holds a commercial
or airline transport pilot certificate and aircraft rating that is appropriate to the
category and class of aircraft being flown, if a class rating is appropriate;
(B) The pilot performing the duties of pilot in command is undergoing an
approved pilot in command training program that includes ground and flight
training on the following areas of operation—
(1) Preflight preparation;
(2) Preflight procedures;
(3) Takeoff and departure;
(4) In-flight maneuvers;
(5) Instrument procedures;
(6) Landings and approaches to landings;
(7) Normal and abnormal procedures;
(8) Emergency procedures; and
(9) Postflight procedures;
(C) The supervising pilot in command holds—

(1) A commercial pilot certificate and flight instructor certificate, and aircraft
rating that is appropriate to the category, class, and type of aircraft being flown, if
a class or type rating is required; or
(2) An airline transport pilot certificate and aircraft rating that is appropriate to
the category, class, and type of aircraft being flown, if a class or type rating is
required; and
(D) The supervising pilot in command logs the pilot in command training in
the pilot's logbook, certifies the pilot in command training in the pilot's logbook
and attests to that certification with his or her signature, and flight instructor
certificate number.
(2) If rated to act as pilot in command of the aircraft, an airline transport pilot
may log all flight time while acting as pilot in command of an operation requiring
an airline transport pilot certificate.
(3) A certificated flight instructor may log pilot in command flight time for all
flight time while serving as the authorized instructor in an operation if the
instructor is rated to act as pilot in command of that aircraft.
(4) A student pilot may log pilot-in-command time only when the student pilot
—
(i) Is the sole occupant of the aircraft or is performing the duties of pilot of
command of an airship requiring more than one pilot flight crewmember;
(ii) Has a solo flight endorsement as required under §61.87 of this part; and
(iii) Is undergoing training for a pilot certificate or rating.
(f) Logging second-in-command flight time. A person may log second-incommand time only for that flight time during which that person:
(1) Is qualified in accordance with the second-in-command requirements of
§61.55 of this part, and occupies a crewmember station in an aircraft that
requires more than one pilot by the aircraft's type certificate; or
(2) Holds the appropriate category, class, and instrument rating (if an
instrument rating is required for the flight) for the aircraft being flown, and more
than one pilot is required under the type certification of the aircraft or the
regulations under which the flight is being conducted.

(g) Logging instrument time. (1) A person may log instrument time only for
that flight time when the person operates the aircraft solely by reference to
instruments under actual or simulated instrument flight conditions.
(2) An authorized instructor may log instrument time when conducting
instrument flight instruction in actual instrument flight conditions.
(3) For the purposes of logging instrument time to meet the recent
instrument experience requirements of §61.57(c) of this part, the following
information must be recorded in the person's logbook—
(i) The location and type of each instrument approach accomplished; and
(ii) The name of the safety pilot, if required.
(4) A person can use time in a flight simulator, flight training device, or
aviation training device for acquiring instrument aeronautical experience for a
pilot certificate, rating, or instrument recency experience, provided an authorized
instructor is present to observe that time and signs the person's logbook or
training record to verify the time and the content of the training session.
(h) Logging training time. (1) A person may log training time when that
person receives training from an authorized instructor in an aircraft, flight
simulator, or flight training device.
(2) The training time must be logged in a logbook and must:
(i) Be endorsed in a legible manner by the authorized instructor; and
(ii) Include a description of the training given, the length of the training
lesson, and the authorized instructor's signature, certificate number, and
certificate expiration date.
(i) Presentation of required documents. (1) Persons must present their pilot
certificate, medical certificate, logbook, or any other record required by this part
for inspection upon a reasonable request by—
(i) The Administrator;
(ii) An authorized representative from the National Transportation Safety
Board; or
(iii) Any Federal, State, or local law enforcement officer.

(2) A student pilot must carry the following items in the aircraft on all solo
cross-country flights as evidence of the required authorized instructor clearances
and endorsements—
(i) Pilot logbook;
(ii) Student pilot certificate; and
(iii) Any other record required by this section.
(3) A sport pilot must carry his or her logbook or other evidence of required
authorized instructor endorsements on all flights.
(4) A recreational pilot must carry his or her logbook with the required
authorized instructor endorsements on all solo flights—
(i) That exceed 50 nautical miles from the airport at which training was
received;
(ii) Within airspace that requires communication with air traffic control;
(iii) Conducted between sunset and sunrise; or
(iv) In an aircraft for which the pilot does not hold an appropriate category or
class rating.
(5) A flight instructor with a sport pilot rating must carry his or her logbook or
other evidence of required authorized instructor endorsements on all flights when
providing flight training.
(j) Aircraft requirements for logging flight time. For a person to log flight time,
the time must be acquired in an aircraft that is identified as an aircraft under
§61.5(b), and is—
(1) An aircraft of U.S. registry with either a standard or special airworthiness
certificate;
(2) An aircraft of foreign registry with an airworthiness certificate that is
approved by the aviation authority of a foreign country that is a Member State to
the Convention on International Civil Aviation Organization;
(3) A military aircraft under the direct operational control of the U.S. Armed
Forces; or

(4) A public aircraft under the direct operational control of a Federal, State,
county, or municipal law enforcement agency, if the flight time was acquired by
the pilot while engaged on an official law enforcement flight for a Federal, State,
County, or Municipal law enforcement agency.
(k) Logging night vision goggle time. (Deleted.)
Andy’s NOTE: Like a lot of the Light Sport regulations, this one was written
assuming the Light Sport pilot holds a Sport Pilot certificate and therefore needs
several specific endorsements to be able to fly (i.e., Vh speed endorsement,
aircraft set endorsements, and possibly airspace operating endorsements) and to
be able to prove to the FAA he/she has them. Unfortunately, for private pilots or
higher flying as Sport Pilots, this is an onerous requirement since none of those
endorsements are required. Pilots generally do not fly with their logbooks for a
reason, i.e., if the airplane goes down, your logbook goes with it and all records
could be lost. You can satisfy this requirement by carrying copies of your
endorsements with you instead of your logbooks, and this is what a couple of the
alphabet groups recommend. I also recommend you make copies of your
logbooks that you periodically update just as a general practice. Electronic
copies are also helpful, especially when you need to break out your time by
experience or type aircraft.
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§61.52 Use of aeronautical experience obtained in ultralight vehicles.
(a) Before January 31, 2012, a person may use aeronautical experience
obtained in an ultralight vehicle to meet the requirements for the following
certificates and ratings issued under this part:
(1) A sport pilot certificate.
(2) A flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating;
(3) A private pilot certificate with a weight-shift-control or powered parachute
category rating.
(b) Before January 31, 2012, a person may use aeronautical experience
obtained in an ultralight vehicle to meet the provisions of §61.69.
(c) A person using aeronautical experience obtained in an ultralight vehicle
to meet the requirements for a certificate or rating specified in paragraph (a) of
this section or the requirements of paragraph (b) of this section must—

(1) Have been a registered ultralight pilot with an FAA-recognized ultralight
organization when that aeronautical experience was obtained;
(2) Document and log that aeronautical experience in accordance with the
provisions for logging aeronautical experience specified by an FAA-recognized
ultralight organization and in accordance with the provisions for logging pilot time
in aircraft as specified in §61.51;
(3) Obtain the aeronautical experience in a category and class of vehicle
corresponding to the rating or privilege sought; and
(4) Provide the FAA with a certified copy of his or her ultralight pilot records
from an FAA-recognized ultralight organization, that —
(i) Document that he or she is a registered ultralight pilot with that FAArecognized ultralight organization; and
(ii) Indicate that he or she is recognized to operate the category and class of
aircraft for which sport pilot privileges are sought.
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§61.53 Prohibition on operations during medical deficiency.
(a) Operations that require a medical certificate. Except as provided for in
paragraph (b) of this section, no person who holds a medical certificate issued
under part 67 of this chapter may act as pilot in command, or in any other
capacity as a required pilot flight crewmember, while that person:
(1) Knows or has reason to know of any medical condition that would make
the person unable to meet the requirements for the medical certificate necessary
for the pilot operation; or
(2) Is taking medication or receiving other treatment for a medical condition
that results in the person being unable to meet the requirements for the medical
certificate necessary for the pilot operation.
(b) Operations that do not require a medical certificate. For operations
provided for in §61.23(b) of this part, a person shall not act as pilot in command,
or in any other capacity as a required pilot flight crewmember, while that person
knows or has reason to know of any medical condition that would make the
person unable to operate the aircraft in a safe manner.
(c) Operations requiring a medical certificate or a U.S. driver's license. For
operations provided for in §61.23(c), a person must meet the provisions of—

(1) Paragraph (a) of this section if that person holds a medical certificate
issued under part 67 of this chapter and does not hold a U.S. driver's license.
(2) Paragraph (b) of this section if that person holds a U.S. driver's license.
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§61.87 Solo requirements for student pilots.
(a) General. A student pilot may not operate an aircraft in solo flight unless
that student has met the requirements of this section. The term “solo flight” as
used in this subpart means that flight time during which a student pilot is the sole
occupant of the aircraft or that flight time during which the student performs the
duties of a pilot in command of a gas balloon or an airship requiring more than
one pilot flight crewmember.
(b) Aeronautical knowledge. A student pilot must demonstrate satisfactory
aeronautical knowledge on a knowledge test that meets the requirements of this
paragraph:
(1) The test must address the student pilot's knowledge of—
(i) Applicable sections of parts 61 and 91 of this chapter;
(ii) Airspace rules and procedures for the airport where the solo flight will be
performed; and
(iii) Flight characteristics and operational limitations for the make and model
of aircraft to be flown.
(2) The student's authorized instructor must—
(i) Administer the test; and
(ii) At the conclusion of the test, review all incorrect answers with the student
before authorizing that student to conduct a solo flight.
(c) Pre-solo flight training. Prior to conducting a solo flight, a student pilot
must have:
(1) Received and logged flight training for the maneuvers and procedures of
this section that are appropriate to the make and model of aircraft to be flown;
and
(2) Demonstrated satisfactory proficiency and safety, as judged by an
authorized instructor, on the maneuvers and procedures required by this section

in the make and model of aircraft or similar make and model of aircraft to be
flown.
(d) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a single-engine
airplane. A student pilot who is receiving training for a single-engine airplane
rating or privileges must receive and log flight training for the following
maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning and
preparation, powerplant operation, and aircraft systems;
(2) Taxiing or surface operations, including runups;
(3) Takeoffs and landings, including normal and crosswind;
(4) Straight and level flight, and turns in both directions;
(5) Climbs and climbing turns;
(6) Airport traffic patterns, including entry and departure procedures;
(7) Collision avoidance, windshear avoidance, and wake turbulence
avoidance;
(8) Descents, with and without turns, using high and low drag configurations;
(9) Flight at various airspeeds from cruise to slow flight;
(10) Stall entries from various flight attitudes and power combinations with
recovery initiated at the first indication of a stall, and recovery from a full stall;
(11) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions;
(12) Ground reference maneuvers;
(13) Approaches to a landing area with simulated engine malfunctions;
(14) Slips to a landing; and
(15) Go-arounds.
(e) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a multiengine
airplane. (Deleted.)

(f) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a helicopter. A
student pilot who is receiving training for a helicopter rating must receive and log
flight training for the following maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning and
preparation, powerplant operation, and aircraft systems;
(2) Taxiing or surface operations, including runups;
(3) Takeoffs and landings, including normal and crosswind;
(4) Straight and level flight, and turns in both directions;
(5) Climbs and climbing turns;
(6) Airport traffic patterns, including entry and departure procedures;
(7) Collision avoidance, windshear avoidance, and wake turbulence
avoidance;
(8) Descents with and without turns;
(9) Flight at various airspeeds;
(10) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions;
(11) Ground reference maneuvers;
(12) Approaches to the landing area;
(13) Hovering and hovering turns;
(14) Go-arounds;
(15) Simulated emergency procedures, including autorotational descents
with a power recovery and power recovery to a hover;
(16) Rapid decelerations; and
(17) Simulated one-engine-inoperative approaches and landings for
multiengine helicopters.
(g) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a gyroplane. A
student pilot who is receiving training for a gyroplane rating or privileges must
receive and log flight training for the following maneuvers and procedures:

(1) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning and
preparation, powerplant operation, and aircraft systems;
(2) Taxiing or surface operations, including runups;
(3) Takeoffs and landings, including normal and crosswind;
(4) Straight and level flight, and turns in both directions;
(5) Climbs and climbing turns;
(6) Airport traffic patterns, including entry and departure procedures;
(7) Collision avoidance, windshear avoidance, and wake turbulence
avoidance;
(8) Descents with and without turns;
(9) Flight at various airspeeds;
(10) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions;
(11) Ground reference maneuvers;
(12) Approaches to the landing area;
(13) High rates of descent with power on and with simulated power off, and
recovery from those flight configurations;
(14) Go-arounds; and
(15) Simulated emergency procedures, including simulated power-off
landings and simulated power failure during departures.
(h) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a powered-lift. A
student pilot who is receiving training for a powered-lift rating must receive and
log flight training in the following maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning and
preparation, powerplant operation, and aircraft systems;
(2) Taxiing or surface operations, including runups;
(3) Takeoffs and landings, including normal and crosswind;

(4) Straight and level flight, and turns in both directions;
(5) Climbs and climbing turns;
(6) Airport traffic patterns, including entry and departure procedures;
(7) Collision avoidance, windshear avoidance, and wake turbulence
avoidance;
(8) Descents with and without turns;
(9) Flight at various airspeeds from cruise to slow flight;
(10) Stall entries from various flight attitudes and power combinations with
recovery initiated at the first indication of a stall, and recovery from a full stall;
(11) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions;
(12) Ground reference maneuvers;
(13) Approaches to a landing with simulated engine malfunctions;
(14) Go-arounds;
(15) Approaches to the landing area;
(16) Hovering and hovering turns; and
(17) For multiengine powered-lifts, simulated one-engine-inoperative
approaches and landings.
(i) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a glider. A student
pilot who is receiving training for a glider rating or privileges must receive and log
flight training for the following maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning,
preparation, aircraft systems, and, if appropriate, powerplant operations;
(2) Taxiing or surface operations, including runups, if applicable;
(3) Launches, including normal and crosswind;
(4) Straight and level flight, and turns in both directions, if applicable;
(5) Airport traffic patterns, including entry procedures;

(6) Collision avoidance, windshear avoidance, and wake turbulence
avoidance;
(7) Descents with and without turns using high and low drag configurations;
(8) Flight at various airspeeds;
(9) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions;
(10) Ground reference maneuvers, if applicable;
(11) Inspection of towline rigging and review of signals and release
procedures, if applicable;
(12) Aerotow, ground tow, or self-launch procedures;
(13) Procedures for disassembly and assembly of the glider;
(14) Stall entry, stall, and stall recovery;
(15) Straight glides, turns, and spirals;
(16) Landings, including normal and crosswind;
(17) Slips to a landing;
(18) Procedures and techniques for thermalling; and
(19) Emergency operations, including towline break procedures.
(j) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in an airship. A
student pilot who is receiving training for an airship rating or privileges must
receive and log flight training for the following maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning and
preparation, powerplant operation, and aircraft systems;
(2) Taxiing or surface operations, including runups;
(3) Takeoffs and landings, including normal and crosswind;
(4) Straight and level flight, and turns in both directions;
(5) Climbs and climbing turns;

(6) Airport traffic patterns, including entry and departure procedures;
(7) Collision avoidance, windshear avoidance, and wake turbulence
avoidance;
(8) Descents with and without turns;
(9) Flight at various airspeeds from cruise to slow flight;
(10) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions;
(11) Ground reference maneuvers;
(12) Rigging, ballasting, and controlling pressure in the ballonets, and
superheating; and
(13) Landings with positive and with negative static trim.
(k) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a balloon. A
student pilot who is receiving training in a balloon must receive and log flight
training for the following maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Layout and assembly procedures;
(2) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning and
preparation, and aircraft systems;
(3) Ascents and descents;
(4) Landing and recovery procedures;
(5) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions;
(6) Operation of hot air or gas source, ballast, valves, vents, and rip panels,
as appropriate;
(7) Use of deflation valves or rip panels for simulating an emergency;
(8) The effects of wind on climb and approach angles; and
(9) Obstruction detection and avoidance techniques.
(l) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a powered
parachute. A student pilot who is receiving training for a powered parachute

rating or privileges must receive and log flight training for the following
maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning and
preparation, preflight assembly and rigging, aircraft systems, and powerplant
operations.
(2) Taxiing or surface operations, including run-ups.
(3) Takeoffs and landings, including normal and crosswind.
(4) Straight and level flight, and turns in both directions.
(5) Climbs, and climbing turns in both directions.
(6) Airport traffic patterns, including entry and departure procedures.
(7) Collision avoidance, windshear avoidance, and wake turbulence
avoidance.
(8) Descents, and descending turns in both directions.
(9) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions.
(10) Ground reference maneuvers.
(11) Straight glides, and gliding turns in both directions.
(12) Go-arounds.
(13) Approaches to landing areas with a simulated engine malfunction.
(14) Procedures for canopy packing and aircraft disassembly.
(m) Maneuvers and procedures for pre-solo flight training in a weight-shiftcontrol aircraft. A student pilot who is receiving training for a weight-shift-control
aircraft rating or privileges must receive and log flight training for the following
maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Proper flight preparation procedures, including preflight planning and
preparation, preflight assembly and rigging, aircraft systems, and powerplant
operations.
(2) Taxiing or surface operations, including run-ups.

(3) Takeoffs and landings, including normal and crosswind.
(4) Straight and level flight, and turns in both directions.
(5) Climbs, and climbing turns in both directions.
(6) Airport traffic patterns, including entry and departure procedures.
(7) Collision avoidance, windshear avoidance, and wake turbulence
avoidance.
(8) Descents, and descending turns in both directions.
(9) Flight at various airspeeds from maximum cruise to slow flight.
(10) Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions.
(11) Ground reference maneuvers.
(12) Stall entry, stall, and stall recovery.
(13) Straight glides, and gliding turns in both directions.
(14) Go-arounds.
(15) Approaches to landing areas with a simulated engine malfunction.
(16) Procedures for disassembly.
(n) Limitations on student pilots operating an aircraft in solo flight. A student
pilot may not operate an aircraft in solo flight unless that student pilot has
received:
(1) An endorsement from an authorized instructor on his or her student pilot
certificate for the specific make and model aircraft to be flown; and
(2) An endorsement in the student's logbook for the specific make and model
aircraft to be flown by an authorized instructor, who gave the training within the
90 days preceding the date of the flight.
(o) Limitations on student pilots operating an aircraft in solo flight at night.
(DELETED.)
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§61.89 General limitations.
(a) A student pilot may not act as pilot in command of an aircraft:
(1) That is carrying a passenger;
(2) That is carrying property for compensation or hire;
(3) For compensation or hire;
(4) In furtherance of a business;
(5) On an international flight, except that a student pilot may make solo
training flights from Haines, Gustavus, or Juneau, Alaska, to White Horse, Yukon,
Canada, and return over the province of British Columbia;
(6) With a flight or surface visibility of less than 3 statute miles during
daylight hours or 5 statute miles at night;
(7) When the flight cannot be made with visual reference to the surface; or
(8) In a manner contrary to any limitations placed in the pilot's logbook by an
authorized instructor.
(b) A student pilot may not act as a required pilot flight crewmember on any
aircraft for which more than one pilot is required by the type certificate of the
aircraft or regulations under which the flight is conducted, except when receiving
flight training from an authorized instructor on board an airship, and no person
other than a required flight crewmember is carried on the aircraft.
(c) A student pilot seeking a sport pilot certificate must comply with the
provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section and may not act as pilot in
command—
(1) Of an aircraft other than a light-sport aircraft;
(2) At night;
(3) At an altitude of more than 10,000 feet MSL or 2,000 feet AGL, whichever
is higher;
(4) In Class B, C, and D airspace, at an airport located in Class B, C, or D
airspace, and to, from, through, or on an airport having an operational control
tower without having received the ground and flight training specified in §61.94
and an endorsement from an authorized instructor;

(5) Of a light-sport aircraft without having received the applicable ground
training, flight training, and instructor endorsements specified in §61.327 (a) and
(b).
§61.93 Solo cross-country flight requirements.
(a) General. (1) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, a
student pilot must meet the requirements of this section before—
(i) Conducting a solo cross-country flight, or any flight greater than 25
nautical miles from the airport from where the flight originated.
(ii) Making a solo flight and landing at any location other than the airport of
origination.
(2) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, a student pilot who
seeks solo cross-country flight privileges must:
(i) Have received flight training from an instructor authorized to provide flight
training on the maneuvers and procedures of this section that are appropriate to
the make and model of aircraft for which solo cross-country privileges are sought;
(ii) Have demonstrated cross-country proficiency on the appropriate
maneuvers and procedures of this section to an authorized instructor;
(iii) Have satisfactorily accomplished the pre-solo flight maneuvers and
procedures required by §61.87 of this part in the make and model of aircraft or
similar make and model of aircraft for which solo cross-country privileges are
sought; and
(iv) Comply with any limitations included in the authorized instructor's
endorsement that are required by paragraph (c) of this section.
(3) A student pilot who seeks solo cross-country flight privileges must have
received ground and flight training from an authorized instructor on the crosscountry maneuvers and procedures listed in this section that are appropriate to
the aircraft to be flown.
(b) Authorization to perform certain solo flights and cross-country flights. A
student pilot must obtain an endorsement from an authorized instructor to make
solo flights from the airport where the student pilot normally receives training to
another location. A student pilot who receives this endorsement must comply with
the requirements of this paragraph.

(1) Solo flights may be made to another airport that is within 25 nautical
miles from the airport where the student pilot normally receives training, provided
—
(i) An authorized instructor has given the student pilot flight training at the
other airport, and that training includes flight in both directions over the route,
entering and exiting the traffic pattern, and takeoffs and landings at the other
airport;
(ii) The authorized instructor who gave the training endorses the student
pilot's logbook authorizing the flight;
(iii) The student pilot has a solo flight endorsement in accordance with
§61.87 of this part;
(iv) The authorized instructor has determined that the student pilot is
proficient to make the flight; and
(v) The purpose of the flight is to practice takeoffs and landings at that other
airport.
(2) Repeated specific solo cross-country flights may be made to another
airport that is within 50 nautical miles of the airport from which the flight
originated, provided—
(i) The authorized instructor has given the student flight training in both
directions over the route, including entering and exiting the traffic patterns,
takeoffs, and landings at the airports to be used;
(ii) The authorized instructor who gave the training has endorsed the
student's logbook certifying that the student is proficient to make such flights;
(iii) The student has a solo flight endorsement in accordance with §61.87 of
this part; and
(iv) The student has a solo cross country flight endorsement in accordance
with paragraph (c) of this section; however, for repeated solo cross country flights
to another airport within 50 nautical miles from which the flight originated,
separate endorsements are not required to be made for each flight.
(c) Endorsements for solo cross-country flights. Except as specified in
paragraph (b)(2) of this section, a student pilot must have the endorsements
prescribed in this paragraph for each cross-country flight:

(1) Student pilot certificate endorsement. A student pilot must have a solo
cross-country endorsement from the authorized instructor who conducted the
training, and that endorsement must be placed on that person's student pilot
certificate for the specific category of aircraft to be flown.
(2) Logbook endorsement. (i) A student pilot must have a solo cross-country
endorsement from an authorized instructor that is placed in the student pilot's
logbook for the specific make and model of aircraft to be flown.
(ii) For each cross-country flight, the authorized instructor who reviews the
cross-country planning must make an endorsement in the person's logbook after
reviewing that person's cross-country planning, as specified in paragraph (d) of
this section. The endorsement must—
(A) Specify the make and model of aircraft to be flown;
(B) State that the student's preflight planning and preparation is correct and
that the student is prepared to make the flight safely under the known conditions;
and
(C) State that any limitations required by the student's authorized instructor
are met.
(d) Limitations on authorized instructors to permit solo cross-country flights.
An authorized instructor may not permit a student pilot to conduct a solo crosscountry flight unless that instructor has:
(1) Determined that the student's cross-country planning is correct for the
flight;
(2) Reviewed the current and forecast weather conditions and has
determined that the flight can be completed under VFR;
(3) Determined that the student is proficient to conduct the flight safely;
(4) Determined that the student has the appropriate solo cross-country
endorsement for the make and model of aircraft to be flown; and
(5) Determined that the student's solo flight endorsement is current for the
make and model aircraft to be flown.
(e) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in a singleengine airplane. A student pilot who is receiving training for cross-country flight in

a single-engine airplane must receive and log flight training in the following
maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation using pilotage and dead
reckoning with the aid of a magnetic compass;
(2) Use of aircraft performance charts pertaining to cross-country flight;
(3) Procurement and analysis of aeronautical weather reports and forecasts,
including recognition of critical weather situations and estimating visibility while in
flight;
(4) Emergency procedures;
(5) Traffic pattern procedures that include area departure, area arrival, entry
into the traffic pattern, and approach;
(6) Procedures and operating practices for collision avoidance, wake
turbulence precautions, and windshear avoidance;
(7) Recognition, avoidance, and operational restrictions of hazardous terrain
features in the geographical area where the cross-country flight will be flown;
(8) Procedures for operating the instruments and equipment installed in the
aircraft to be flown, including recognition and use of the proper operational
procedures and indications;
(9) Use of radios for VFR navigation and two-way communication, except
that a student pilot seeking a sport pilot certificate must only receive and log flight
training on the use of radios installed in the aircraft to be flown;
(10) Takeoff, approach, and landing procedures, including short-field, softfield, and crosswind takeoffs, approaches, and landings;
(11) Climbs at best angle and best rate; and
(12) Control and maneuvering solely by reference to flight instruments,
including straight and level flight, turns, descents, climbs, use of radio aids, and
ATC directives. For student pilots seeking a sport pilot certificate, the provisions
of this paragraph only apply when receiving training for cross-country flight in an
airplane that has a VH greater than 87 knots CAS.
(f) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in a
multiengine airplane. (DELETED.)

(g) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in a
helicopter. (DELETED.)
(h) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in a
gyroplane. A student pilot who is receiving training for cross-country flight in a
gyroplane must receive and log flight training in the following maneuvers and
procedures:
(1) Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation using pilotage and dead
reckoning with the aid of a magnetic compass;
(2) Use of aircraft performance charts pertaining to cross-country flight;
(3) Procurement and analysis of aeronautical weather reports and forecasts,
including recognition of critical weather situations and estimating visibility while in
flight;
(4) Emergency procedures;
(5) Traffic pattern procedures that include area departure, area arrival, entry
into the traffic pattern, and approach;
(6) Procedures and operating practices for collision avoidance, wake
turbulence precautions, and windshear avoidance;
(7) Recognition, avoidance, and operational restrictions of hazardous terrain
features in the geographical area where the cross-country flight will be flown;
(8) Procedures for operating the instruments and equipment installed in the
aircraft to be flown, including recognition and use of the proper operational
procedures and indications;
(9) Use of radios for VFR navigation and two-way communication, except
that a student pilot seeking a sport pilot certificate must only receive and log flight
training on the use of radios installed in the aircraft to be flown; and
(10) Takeoff, approach, and landing procedures, including short-field and
soft-field takeoffs, approaches, and landings.
(i) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in a poweredlift. A student pilot who is receiving training for cross-country flight training in a
powered-lift must receive and log flight training in the following maneuvers and
procedures:

(1) Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation using pilotage and dead
reckoning with the aid of a magnetic compass;
(2) Use of aircraft performance charts pertaining to cross-country flight;
(3) Procurement and analysis of aeronautical weather reports and forecasts,
including recognition of critical weather situations and estimating visibility while in
flight;
(4) Emergency procedures;
(5) Traffic pattern procedures that include area departure, area arrival, entry
into the traffic pattern, and approach;
(6) Procedures and operating practices for collision avoidance, wake
turbulence precautions, and windshear avoidance;
(7) Recognition, avoidance, and operational restrictions of hazardous terrain
features in the geographical area where the cross-country flight will be flown;
(8) Procedures for operating the instruments and equipment installed in the
aircraft to be flown, including recognition and use of the proper operational
procedures and indications;
(9) Use of radios for VFR navigation and two-way communications;
(10) Takeoff, approach, and landing procedures that include high-altitude,
steep, and shallow takeoffs, approaches, and landings; and
(11) Control and maneuvering solely by reference to flight instruments,
including straight and level flight, turns, descents, climbs, use of radio aids, and
ATC directives.
(j) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in a glider. A
student pilot who is receiving training for cross-country flight in a glider must
receive and log flight training in the following maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation using pilotage and dead
reckoning with the aid of a magnetic compass;
(2) Use of aircraft performance charts pertaining to cross-country flight;
(3) Procurement and analysis of aeronautical weather reports and forecasts,
including recognition of critical weather situations and estimating visibility while in
flight;

(4) Emergency procedures;
(5) Traffic pattern procedures that include area departure, area arrival, entry
into the traffic pattern, and approach;
(6) Procedures and operating practices for collision avoidance, wake
turbulence precautions, and windshear avoidance;
(7) Recognition, avoidance, and operational restrictions of hazardous terrain
features in the geographical area where the cross-country flight will be flown;
(8) Procedures for operating the instruments and equipment installed in the
aircraft to be flown, including recognition and use of the proper operational
procedures and indications;
(9) Landings accomplished without the use of the altimeter from at least
2,000 feet above the surface; and
(10) Recognition of weather and upper air conditions favorable for crosscountry soaring, ascending and descending flight, and altitude control.
(k) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in an airship.
A student pilot who is receiving training for cross-country flight in an airship must
receive and log flight training for the following maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation using pilotage and dead
reckoning with the aid of a magnetic compass;
(2) Use of aircraft performance charts pertaining to cross-country flight;
(3) Procurement and analysis of aeronautical weather reports and forecasts,
including recognition of critical weather situations and estimating visibility while in
flight;
(4) Emergency procedures;
(5) Traffic pattern procedures that include area departure, area arrival, entry
into the traffic pattern, and approach;
(6) Procedures and operating practices for collision avoidance, wake
turbulence precautions, and windshear avoidance;
(7) Recognition, avoidance, and operational restrictions of hazardous terrain
features in the geographical area where the cross-country flight will be flown;

(8) Procedures for operating the instruments and equipment installed in the
aircraft to be flown, including recognition and use of the proper operational
procedures and indications;
(9) Use of radios for VFR navigation and two-way communication, except
that a student pilot seeking a sport pilot certificate must only receive and log flight
training on the use of radios installed in the aircraft to be flown;
(10) Control of air pressure with regard to ascending and descending flight
and altitude control;
(11) Control of the airship solely by reference to flight instruments, except for
a student pilot seeking a sport pilot certificate; and
(12) Recognition of weather and upper air conditions conducive for the
direction of cross-country flight.
(l) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in a powered
parachute. A student pilot who is receiving training for cross-country flight in a
powered parachute must receive and log flight training in the following
maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation using pilotage and dead
reckoning with the aid of a magnetic compass, as appropriate.
(2) Use of aircraft performance charts pertaining to cross-country flight.
(3) Procurement and analysis of aeronautical weather reports and forecasts,
including recognizing critical weather situations and estimating visibility while in
flight.
(4) Emergency procedures.
(5) Traffic pattern procedures that include area departure, area arrival, entry
into the traffic pattern, and approach.
(6) Procedures and operating practices for collision avoidance, wake
turbulence precautions, and windshear avoidance.
(7) Recognition, avoidance, and operational restrictions of hazardous terrain
features in the geographical area where the cross-country flight will be flown.

(8) Procedures for operating the instruments and equipment installed in the
aircraft to be flown, including recognition and use of the proper operational
procedures and indications.
(9) If equipped for flight with navigation radios, the use of radios for VFR
navigation.
(10) Recognition of weather and upper air conditions favorable for the crosscountry flight.
(11) Takeoff, approach and landing procedures.
(m) Maneuvers and procedures for cross-country flight training in a weightshift-control aircraft. A student pilot who is receiving training for cross-country
flight in a weight-shift-control aircraft must receive and log flight training for the
following maneuvers and procedures:
(1) Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation using pilotage and dead
reckoning with the aid of a magnetic compass, as appropriate.
(2) Use of aircraft performance charts pertaining to cross-country flight.
(3) Procurement and analysis of aeronautical weather reports and forecasts,
including recognizing critical weather situations and estimating visibility while in
flight.
(4) Emergency procedures.
(5) Traffic pattern procedures that include area departure, area arrival, entry
into the traffic pattern, and approach.
(6) Procedures and operating practices for collision avoidance, wake
turbulence precautions, and windshear avoidance.
(7) Recognition, avoidance, and operational restrictions of hazardous terrain
features in the geographical area where the cross-country flight will be flown.
(8) Procedures for operating the instruments and equipment installed in the
aircraft to be flown, including recognition and use of the proper operational
procedures and indications.
(9) If equipped for flight using navigation radios, the use of radios for VFR
navigation.

(10) Recognition of weather and upper air conditions favorable for the crosscountry flight.
(11) Takeoff, approach and landing procedures, including crosswind
approaches and landings.
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§61.94 Student pilot seeking a sport pilot certificate or a recreational pilot
certificate: Operations at airports within, and in airspace located within,
Class B, C, and D airspace, or at airports with an operational control tower
in other airspace.
(a) A student pilot seeking a sport pilot certificate or a recreational pilot
certificate who wants to obtain privileges to operate in Class B, C, and D
airspace, at an airport located in Class B, C, or D airspace, and to, from, through,
or at an airport having an operational control tower, must receive and log ground
and flight training from an authorized instructor in the following aeronautical
knowledge areas and areas of operation:
(1) The use of radios, communications, navigation systems and facilities,
and radar services.
(2) Operations at airports with an operating control tower, to include three
takeoffs and landings to a full stop, with each landing involving a flight in the
traffic pattern, at an airport with an operating control tower.
(3) Applicable flight rules of part 91 of this chapter for operations in Class B,
C, and D airspace and air traffic control clearances.
(4) Ground and flight training for the specific Class B, C, or D airspace for
which the solo flight is authorized, if applicable, within the 90-day period
preceding the date of the flight in that airspace. The flight training must be
received in the specific airspace area for which solo flight is authorized.
(5) Ground and flight training for the specific airport located in Class B, C, or
D airspace for which the solo flight is authorized, if applicable, within the 90-day
period preceding the date of the flight at that airport. The flight and ground
training must be received at the specific airport for which solo flight is authorized.
(b) The authorized instructor who provides the training specified in
paragraph (a) of this section must provide a logbook endorsement that certifies
the student has received that training and is proficient to conduct solo flight in
that specific airspace or at that specific airport and in those aeronautical
knowledge areas and areas of operation specified in this section.
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Subpart J—Sport Pilots
§61.301 What is the purpose of this subpart and to whom does it apply?
(a) This subpart prescribes the following requirements that apply to a sport
pilot certificate:
(1) Eligibility.
(2) Aeronautical knowledge.
(3) Flight proficiency.
(4) Aeronautical experience.
(5) Endorsements.
(6) Privileges and limits.
(b) Other provisions of this part apply to the logging of flight time and testing.
(c) This subpart applies to applicants for, and holders of, sport pilot
certificates. It also applies to holders of recreational pilot certificates and higher,
as provided in §61.303.
§61.303 If I want to operate a light-sport aircraft, what operating limits and
endorsement requirements in this subpart must I comply with?
(a) Use the following table to determine what operating limits and
endorsement requirements in this subpart, if any, apply to you when you operate
a light-sport aircraft. The medical certificate specified in this table must be in
compliance with §61.2 in regards to currency and validity. If you hold a
recreational pilot certificate, but not a medical certificate, you must comply with
cross country requirements in §61.101 (c), even if your flight does not exceed 50
nautical miles from your departure airport. You must also comply with
requirements in other subparts of this part that apply to your certificate and the
operation you conduct.
If you hold
And you hold
Then you may operate
And
(1) A medical certificate
(i) A sport pilot certificate,

(A) Any light-sport aircraft for which you hold the endorsements required for its
category and class
(1) You must hold any other endorsements required by this subpart, and comply
with the limitations in §61.315.
(ii) At least a recreational pilot certificate with a category and class rating,
(A) Any light-sport aircraft in that category and class,
(1) You do not have to hold any of the endorsements required by this subpart, nor
do you have to comply with the limitations in §61.315.
(iii) At least a recreational pilot certificate but not a rating for the category and
class of light sport aircraft you operate,
(A) That light-sport aircraft, only if you hold the endorsements required in
§61.321 for its category and class,
(1) You must comply with the limitations in §61.315, except §61.315(c)(14) and, if
a private pilot or higher, §61.315(c)(7).
(2) Only a U.S. driver's license
(i) A sport pilot certificate,
(A) Any light-sport aircraft for which you hold the endorsements required for its
category and class.
(1) You must hold any other endorsements required by this subpart, and comply
with the limitations in §61.315.
(ii) At least a recreational pilot certificate with a category and class rating,
(A) Any light-sport aircraft in that category and class,
(1) You do not have to hold any of the endorsements required by this subpart, but
you must comply with the limitations in §61.315.
(iii) At least a recreational pilot certificate but not a rating for the category and
class of light-sport aircraft you operate,
(A) That light-sport aircraft, only if you hold the endorsements required in
§61.321 for its category and class,
(1) You must comply with the limitations in §61.315, except §61.315(c)(14) and, if
a private pilot or higher, §61.315(c)(7).
(3) Neither a medical certificate nor a U.S. driver's license
(i) A sport pilot certificate,
(A) Any light-sport glider or balloon for which you hold the endorsements required
for its category and class
(1) You must hold any other endorsements required by this subpart, and comply
with the limitations in §61.315.
(ii) At least a private pilot certificate with a category and class rating for glider or
balloon,

(A) Any light-sport glider or balloon in that category and class
(1) You do not have to hold any of the endorsements required by this subpart, nor
do you have to comply with the limitations in §61.315.
(iii) At least a private pilot certificate but not a rating for glider or balloon,
(A) Any light-sport glider or balloon, only if you hold the endorsements required in
§61.321 for its category and class
(1) You must comply with the limitations in §61.315, except §61.315(c)(14) and, if
a private pilot or higher, §61.315(c)(7).
(b) A person using a U.S. driver's license to meet the requirements of this
paragraph must—
(1) Comply with each restriction and limitation imposed by that person's U.S.
driver's license and any judicial or administrative order applying to the operation
of a motor vehicle;
(2) Have been found eligible for the issuance of at least a third-class airman
medical certificate at the time of his or her most recent application (if the person
has applied for a medical certificate);
(3) Not have had his or her most recently issued medical certificate (if the
person has held a medical certificate) suspended or revoked or most recent
Authorization for a Special Issuance of a Medical Certificate withdrawn; and
(4) Not know or have reason to know of any medical condition that would
make that person unable to operate a light-sport aircraft in a safe manner.
§61.305 What are the age and language requirements for a sport pilot
certificate?
(a) To be eligible for a sport pilot certificate you must:
(1) Be at least 17 years old (or 16 years old if you are applying to operate a
glider or balloon).
(2) Be able to read, speak, write, and understand English. If you cannot
read, speak, write, and understand English because of medical reasons, the FAA
may place limits on your certificate as are necessary for the safe operation of
light-sport aircraft.
§61.307 What tests do I have to take to obtain a sport pilot certificate?
To obtain a sport pilot certificate, you must pass the following tests:

(a) Knowledge test. You must pass a knowledge test on the applicable
aeronautical knowledge areas listed in §61.309. Before you may take the
knowledge test for a sport pilot certificate, you must receive a logbook
endorsement from the authorized instructor who trained you or reviewed and
evaluated your home-study course on the aeronautical knowledge areas listed in
§61.309 certifying you are prepared for the test.
(b) Practical test. You must pass a practical test on the applicable areas of
operation listed in §§61.309 and 61.311. Before you may take the practical test
for a sport pilot certificate, you must receive a logbook endorsement from the
authorized instructor who provided you with flight training on the areas of
operation specified in §§61.309 and 61.311 in preparation for the practical test.
This endorsement certifies that you meet the applicable aeronautical knowledge
and experience requirements and are prepared for the practical test.
§61.309 What aeronautical knowledge must I have to apply for a sport
pilot certificate?
To apply for a sport pilot certificate you must receive and log ground training
from an authorized instructor or complete a home-study course on the following
aeronautical knowledge areas:
(a) Applicable regulations of this chapter that relate to sport pilot privileges,
limits, and flight operations.
(b) Accident reporting requirements of the National Transportation Safety
Board.
(c) Use of the applicable portions of the aeronautical information manual and
FAA advisory circulars.
(d) Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation using pilotage, dead
reckoning, and navigation systems, as appropriate.
(e) Recognition of critical weather situations from the ground and in flight,
windshear avoidance, and the procurement and use of aeronautical weather
reports and forecasts.
(f) Safe and efficient operation of aircraft, including collision avoidance, and
recognition and avoidance of wake turbulence.
(g) Effects of density altitude on takeoff and climb performance.
(h) Weight and balance computations.

(i) Principles of aerodynamics, powerplants, and aircraft systems.
(j) Stall awareness, spin entry, spins, and spin recovery techniques, as
applicable.
(k) Aeronautical decision making and risk management.
(l) Preflight actions that include—
(1) How to get information on runway lengths at airports of intended use,
data on takeoff and landing distances, weather reports and forecasts, and fuel
requirements; and
(2) How to plan for alternatives if the planned flight cannot be completed or if
you encounter delays.
§61.311 What flight proficiency requirements must I meet to apply for a
sport pilot certificate?
To apply for a sport pilot certificate you must receive and log ground and
flight training from an authorized instructor on the following areas of operation, as
appropriate, for airplane single-engine land or sea, glider, gyroplane, airship,
balloon, powered parachute land or sea, and weight-shift-control aircraft land or
sea privileges:
(a) Preflight preparation.
(b) Preflight procedures.
(c) Airport, seaplane base, and gliderport operations, as applicable.
(d) Takeoffs (or launches), landings, and go-arounds.
(e) Performance maneuvers, and for gliders, performance speeds.
(f) Ground reference maneuvers (not applicable to gliders and balloons).
(g) Soaring techniques (applicable only to gliders).
(h) Navigation.
(i) Slow flight (not applicable to lighter-than-air aircraft and powered
parachutes).

(j) Stalls (not applicable to lighter-than-air aircraft, gyroplanes, and powered
parachutes).
(k) Emergency operations.
(l) Post-flight procedures.
§61.313 What aeronautical experience must I have to apply for a sport
pilot certificate?
Use the following table to determine the aeronautical experience you must
have to apply for a sport pilot certificate:
If you are applying for a sport pilot certificate with . . .
Then you must log at least . . .
Which must include at least . . .
(a) Airplane category and single-engine land or sea class privileges,
(1) 20 hours of flight time, including at least 15 hours of flight training from an
authorized instructor in a single-engine airplane and at least 5 hours of solo flight
training in the areas of operation listed in §61.311,
(i) 2 hours of cross-country flight training, (ii) 10 takeoffs and landings to a full
stop (with each landing involving a flight in the traffic pattern) at an airport, (iii)
One solo cross-country flight of at least 75 nautical miles total distance, with a
full-stop landing at a minimum of two points and one segment of the flight
consisting of a straight-line distance of at least 25 nautical miles between the
takeoff and landing locations, and (iv) 2 hours of flight training with an authorized
instructor on those areas of operation specified in §61.311 in preparation for the
practical test within the preceding 2 calendar months from the month of the test.
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(b) Glider category privileges, and you have not logged at least 20 hours of flight
time in a heavier-than-air aircraft,
(1) 10 hours of flight time in a glider, including 10 flights in a glider receiving flight
training from an authorized instructor and at least 2 hours of solo flight training in
the areas of operation listed in §61.311,
(i) Five solo launches and landings, and (ii) at least 3 training flights with an
authorized instructor on those areas of operation specified in §61.311 in
preparation for the practical test within the preceding 2 calendar months from the
month of the test.

!

(c) Glider category privileges, and you have logged 20 hours flight time in a
heavier-than-air aircraft,
(1) 3 hours of flight time in a glider, including five flights in a glider while receiving
flight training from an authorized instructor and at least 1 hour of solo flight
training in the areas of operation listed in §61.311,

(i) Three solo launches and landings, and (ii) at least 3 training flights with an
authorized instructor on those areas of operation specified in §61.311 in
preparation for the practical test within the preceding 2 calendar months from the
month of the test.
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(d) Rotorcraft category and gyroplane class privileges,
(1) 20 hours of flight time, including 15 hours of flight training from an authorized
instructor in a gyroplane and at least 5 hours of solo flight training in the areas of
operation listed in §61.311,
(i) 2 hours of cross-country flight training, (ii) 10 takeoffs and landings to a full
stop (with each landing involving a flight in the traffic pattern) at an airport, (iii)
One solo cross-country flight of at least 50 nautical miles total distance, with a
full-stop landing at a minimum of two points, and one segment of the flight
consisting of a straight-line distance of at least 25 nautical miles between the
takeoff and landing locations, and (iv) 2 hours of flight training with an authorized
instructor on those areas of operation specified in §61.311 in preparation for the
practical test within the preceding 2 calendar months from the month of the test.
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(e) Lighter-than-air category and airship class privileges,
(1) 20 hours of flight time, including 15 hours of flight training from an authorized
instructor in an airship and at least 3 hours performing the duties of pilot in
command in an airship with an authorized instructor in the areas of operation
listed in §61.311,
(i) 2 hours of cross-country flight training, (ii) Three takeoffs and landings to a full
stop (with each landing involving a flight in the traffic pattern) at an airport, (iii)
One cross-country flight of at least 25 nautical miles between the takeoff and
landing locations, and (iv) 2 hours of flight training with an authorized instructor
on those areas of operation specified in §61.311 in preparation for the practical
test within the preceding 2 calendar months from the month of the test.
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(f) Lighter-than-air category and balloon class privileges,
(1) 7 hours of flight time in a balloon, including three flights with an authorized
instructor and one flight performing the duties of pilot in command in a balloon
with an authorized instructor in the areas of operation listed in §61.311,
(i) 2 hours of cross-country flight training, and (ii) 1 hours of flight training with an
authorized instructor on those areas of operation specified in §61.311 in
preparation for the practical test within the preceding 2 calendar months from the
month of the test.
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(g) Powered parachute category land or sea class privileges,
(1) 12 hours of flight time in a powered parachute, including 10 hours of flight
training from an authorized instructor in a powered parachute, and at least 2
hours of solo flight training in the areas of operation listed in §61.311

(i) 1 hour of cross-country flight training, (ii) 20 takeoffs and landings to a full stop
in a powered parachute with each landing involving flight in the traffic pattern at
an airport; (iii) 10 solo takeoffs and landings to a full stop (with each landing
involving a flight in the traffic pattern) at an airport, (iv) One solo flight with a
landing at a different airport and one segment of the flight consisting of a straightline distance of at least 10 nautical miles between takeoff and landing locations,
and (v) 1 hours of flight training with an authorized instructor on those areas of
operation specified in §61.311 in preparation for the practical test within the
preceding 2 calendar months from the month of the test.
(h) Weight-shift-control aircraft category land or sea class privileges,
(1) 20 hours of light time, including 15 hours of flight training from an authorized
instructor in a weight-shift-control aircraft and at least 5 hours of solo flight
training in the areas of operation listed in §61.311,
(i) 2 hours of cross-country flight training, (ii) 10 takeoffs and landings to a full
stop (with each landing involving a flight in the traffic pattern) at an airport, (iii)
One solo cross-country flight of at least 50 nautical miles total distance, with a
full-stop landing at a minimum of two points, and one segment of the flight
consisting of a straight-line distance of at least 25 nautical miles between takeoff
and landing locations, and (iv) 2 hours of flight training with an authorized
instructor on those areas of operation specified in §61.311 in preparation for the
practical test within the preceding 2 calendar months from the month of the test.
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§61.315 What are the privileges and limits of my sport pilot certificate?
(a) If you hold a sport pilot certificate you may act as pilot in command of a
light-sport aircraft, except as specified in paragraph (c) of this section.
(b) You may share the operating expenses of a flight with a passenger,
provided the expenses involve only fuel, oil, airport expenses, or aircraft rental
fees. You must pay at least half the operating expenses of the flight.
(c) You may not act as pilot in command of a light-sport aircraft:
(1) That is carrying a passenger or property for compensation or hire.
(2) For compensation or hire.
(3) In furtherance of a business.
(4) While carrying more than one passenger.
(5) At night.
(6) In Class A airspace.

(7) In Class B, C, and D airspace, at an airport located in Class B, C, or D
airspace, and to, from, through, or at an airport having an operational control
tower unless you have met the requirements specified in §61.325.
(8) Outside the United States, unless you have prior authorization from the
country in which you seek to operate. Your sport pilot certificate carries the limit
“Holder does not meet ICAO requirements.”
(9) To demonstrate the aircraft in flight to a prospective buyer if you are an
aircraft salesperson.
(10) In a passenger-carrying airlift sponsored by a charitable organization.
(11) At an altitude of more than 10,000 feet MSL or 2,000 feet AGL,
whichever is higher.
(12) When the flight or surface visibility is less than 3 statute miles.
(13) Without visual reference to the surface.
(14) If the aircraft:
(i) Has a VH greater than 87 knots CAS, unless you have met the
requirements of §61.327(b).
(ii) Has a VH less than or equal to 87 knots CAS, unless you have met the
requirements of §61.327(a) or have logged flight time as pilot in command of
an airplane with a VH less than or equal to 87 knots CAS before April 2, 2010.
(15) Contrary to any operating limitation placed on the airworthiness
certificate of the aircraft being flown.
(16) Contrary to any limit on your pilot certificate or airman medical
certificate, or any other limit or endorsement from an authorized instructor.
(17) Contrary to any restriction or limitation on your U.S. driver's license or
any restriction or limitation imposed by judicial or administrative order when using
your driver's license to satisfy a requirement of this part.
(18) While towing any object.
(19) As a pilot flight crewmember on any aircraft for which more than one
pilot is required by the type certificate of the aircraft or the regulations under
which the flight is conducted.

Andy’s NOTE: This is a “catch-all” regulation in that if you are
operating as a Sport Pilot, no mater what your certificate level, it contains
operating restrictions not normally found in Part 61. Parts (12) and (13) are
especially important, and these override some Part 91 weather
requirements you might otherwise live by (based on your certificate). Be
sure you think through what living by this regulation means when you are
looking at Part 91 weather requirements for VFR fligh; there are sometimes
more restrictive!

!
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§61.317 Is my sport pilot certificate issued with aircraft category and class
ratings?
Your sport pilot certificate does not list aircraft category and class ratings.
When you successfully pass the practical test for a sport pilot certificate,
regardless of the light-sport aircraft privileges you seek, the FAA will issue you a
sport pilot certificate without any category and class ratings. The FAA will provide
you with a logbook endorsement for the category and class of aircraft in which
you are authorized to act as pilot in command.
§61.319 [Reserved]
§61.321 How do I obtain privileges to operate an additional category or
class of light-sport aircraft?
If you hold a sport pilot certificate and seek to operate an additional category
or class of light-sport aircraft, you must—
(a) Receive a logbook endorsement from the authorized instructor who
trained you on the applicable aeronautical knowledge areas specified in §61.309
and areas of operation specified in §61.311. The endorsement certifies you have
met the aeronautical knowledge and flight proficiency requirements for the
additional light-sport aircraft privilege you seek;
(b) Successfully complete a proficiency check from an authorized instructor
other than the instructor who trained you on the aeronautical knowledge areas
and areas of operation specified in §§61.309 and 61.311 for the additional lightsport aircraft privilege you seek;
(c) Complete an application for those privileges on a form and in a manner
acceptable to the FAA and present this application to the authorized instructor
who conducted the proficiency check specified in paragraph (b) of this section;
and
(d) Receive a logbook endorsement from the instructor who conducted the
proficiency check specified in paragraph (b) of this section certifying you are
proficient in the applicable areas of operation and aeronautical knowledge areas,
and that you are authorized for the additional category and class light-sport
aircraft privilege.
§61.325 How do I obtain privileges to operate a light-sport aircraft at an
airport within, or in airspace within, Class B, C, and D airspace, or in other
airspace with an airport having an operational control tower?
If you hold a sport pilot certificate and seek privileges to operate a light-sport
aircraft in Class B, C, or D airspace, at an airport located in Class B, C, or D

airspace, or to, from, through, or at an airport having an operational control tower,
you must receive and log ground and flight training. The authorized instructor
who provides this training must provide a logbook endorsement that certifies you
are proficient in the following aeronautical knowledge areas and areas of
operation:
(a) The use of radios, communications, navigation system/facilities, and
radar services.
(b) Operations at airports with an operating control tower to include three
takeoffs and landings to a full stop, with each landing involving a flight in the
traffic pattern, at an airport with an operating control tower.
(c) Applicable flight rules of part 91 of this chapter for operations in Class B,
C, and D airspace and air traffic control clearances.
§61.327 Are there specific endorsement requirements to operate a lightsport aircraft based on VH?
(a) Except as specified in paragraph (c) of this section, if you hold a sport
pilot certificate and you seek to operate a light-sport aircraft that is an airplane
with a VH less than or equal to 87 knots CAS you must—
(1) Receive and log ground and flight training from an authorized instructor
in an airplane that has a VH less than or equal to 87 knots CAS; and
(2) Receive a logbook endorsement from the authorized instructor who
provided the training specified in paragraph (a)(1) of this section certifying that
you are proficient in the operation of light-sport aircraft that is an airplane with a
VH less than or equal to 87 knots CAS.
(b) If you hold a sport pilot certificate and you seek to operate a light-sport
aircraft that has a VH greater than 87 knots CAS you must—
(1) Receive and log ground and flight training from an authorized instructor
in an aircraft that has a VH greater than 87 knots CAS; and
(2) Receive a logbook endorsement from the authorized instructor who
provided the training specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this section certifying that
you are proficient in the operation of light-sport aircraft with a VH greater than 87
knots CAS.
(c) The training and endorsements required by paragraph (a) of this section
are not required if you have logged flight time as pilot in command of an airplane
with a VH less than or equal to 87 knots CAS prior to April 2, 2010.

Subpart K—Flight Instructors With a Sport Pilot Rating
§61.401 What is the purpose of this subpart?
(a) This part prescribes the following requirements that apply to a flight
instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating:
(1) Eligibility.
(2) Aeronautical knowledge.
(3) Flight proficiency.
(4) Endorsements.
(5) Privileges and limits.
(b) Other provisions of this part apply to the logging of flight time and testing.
§61.403 What are the age, language, and pilot certificate requirements for
a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating?
To be eligible for a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating you
must:
(a) Be at least 18 years old.
(b) Be able to read, speak, write, and understand English. If you cannot
read, speak, write, and understand English because of medical reasons, the FAA
may place limits on your certificate as are necessary for the safe operation of
light-sport aircraft.
(c) Hold at least a sport pilot certificate with category and class ratings or
privileges, as applicable, that are appropriate to the flight instructor privileges
sought.
§61.405 What tests do I have to take to obtain a flight instructor certificate
with a sport pilot rating?
To obtain a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating you must pass
the following tests:
(a) Knowledge test. Before you take a knowledge test, you must receive a
logbook endorsement certifying you are prepared for the test from an authorized
instructor who trained you or evaluated your home-study course on the

aeronautical knowledge areas listed in §61.407. You must pass knowledge tests
on—
(1) The fundamentals of instructing listed in §61.407(a), unless you meet the
requirements of §61.407(c); and
(2) The aeronautical knowledge areas for a sport pilot certificate applicable
to the aircraft category and class for which flight instructor privileges are sought.
(b) Practical test. (1) Before you take the practical test, you must—
(i) Receive a logbook endorsement from the authorized instructor who
provided you with flight training on the areas of operation specified in §61.409
that apply to the category and class of aircraft privileges you seek. This
endorsement certifies you meet the applicable aeronautical knowledge and
experience requirements and are prepared for the practical test;
(ii) If you are seeking privileges to provide instruction in an airplane or glider,
receive a logbook endorsement from an authorized instructor indicating that you
are competent and possess instructional proficiency in stall awareness, spin
entry, spins, and spin recovery procedures after you have received flight training
in those training areas in an airplane or glider, as appropriate, that is certificated
for spins;
(2) You must pass a practical test—
(i) On the areas of operation listed in §61.409 that are appropriate to the
category and class of aircraft privileges you seek;
(ii) In an aircraft representative of the category and class of aircraft for the
privileges you seek;
(iii) In which you demonstrate that you are able to teach stall awareness,
spin entry, spins, and spin recovery procedures if you are seeking privileges to
provide instruction in an airplane or glider. If you have not failed a practical test
based on deficiencies in your ability to demonstrate knowledge or skill in these
areas and you provide the endorsement required by paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this
section, an examiner may accept the endorsement instead of the demonstration
required by this paragraph. If you are taking a test because you previously failed
a test based on not meeting the requirements of this paragraph, you must pass a
practical test on stall awareness, spin entry, spins, and spin recovery instructional
competency and proficiency in the applicable category and class of aircraft that is
certificated for spins.

§61.407 What aeronautical knowledge must I have to apply for a flight
instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating?
(a) Except as specified in paragraph (c) of this section you must receive and
log ground training from an authorized instructor on the fundamentals of
instruction that includes:
(1) The learning process.
(2) Elements of effective teaching.
(3) Student evaluation and testing.
(4) Course development.
(5) Lesson planning.
(6) Classroom training techniques.
(b) You must receive and log ground training from an authorized instructor
on the aeronautical knowledge areas applicable to a sport pilot certificate for the
aircraft category and class in which you seek flight instructor privileges.
(c) You do not have to meet the requirements of paragraph (a) of this section
if you—
(1) Hold a flight instructor certificate or ground instructor certificate issued
under this part;
(2) Hold a teacher's certificate issued by a State, county, city, or municipality;
or
(3) Are employed as a teacher at an accredited college or university.
§61.409 What flight proficiency requirements must I meet to apply for a
flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating?
You must receive and log ground and flight training from an authorized
instructor on the following areas of operation for the aircraft category and class in
which you seek flight instructor privileges:
(a) Technical subject areas.
(b) Preflight preparation.
(c) Preflight lesson on a maneuver to be performed in flight.

(d) Preflight procedures.
(e) Airport, seaplane base, and gliderport operations, as applicable.
(f) Takeoffs (or launches), landings, and go-arounds.
(g) Fundamentals of flight.
(h) Performance maneuvers and for gliders, performance speeds.
(i) Ground reference maneuvers (except for gliders and lighter-than-air).
(j) Soaring techniques.
(k) Slow flight (not applicable to lighter-than-air and powered parachutes).
(l) Stalls (not applicable to lighter-than-air, powered parachutes, and
gyroplanes).
(m) Spins (applicable to airplanes and gliders).
(n) Emergency operations.
(o) Tumble entry and avoidance techniques (applicable to weight-shiftcontrol aircraft).
(p) Post-flight procedures.
§61.411 What aeronautical experience must I have to apply for a flight
instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating?
Use the following table to determine the experience you must have for each
aircraft category and class:
If you are applying for a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating
for . . .
Then you must log at least . . .
Which must include at least . . .
(a) Airplane category and single-engine class privileges,
(1) 150 hours of flight time as a pilot,
(i) 100 hours of flight time as pilot in command in powered aircraft,
(ii) 50 hours of flight time in a single-engine airplane,
(iii) 25 hours of cross-country flight time,
(iv) 10 hours of cross-country flight time in a single-engine airplane, and
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(v) 15 hours of flight time as pilot in command in a single-engine airplane that is a
light-sport aircraft.

!

(b) Glider category privileges,
(1) 25 hours of flight time as pilot in command in a glider, 100 flights in a glider,
and 15 flights as pilot in command in a glider that is a light-sport aircraft, or
(2) 100 hours in heavier-than-air aircraft, 20 flights in a glider, and 15 flights as
pilot in command in a glider that is a light-sport aircraft

!

(c) Rotorcraft category and gyroplane class privileges,
(1) 125 hours of flight time as a pilot,
(i) 100 hours of flight time as pilot in command in powered aircraft,
(ii) 50 hours of flight time in a gyroplane,
(iii) 10 hours of cross-country flight time,
(iv) 3 hours of cross-country flight time in a gyroplane, and
(v) 15 hours of flight time as pilot in command in a gyroplane that is a light-sport
aircraft.

!

(d) Lighter-than-air category and airship class privileges,
(1) 100 hours of flight time as a pilot,
(i) 40 hours of flight time in an airship,
(ii) 20 hours of pilot in command time in an airship,
(iii) 10 hours of cross-country flight time,
(iv) 5 hours of cross-country flight time in an airship, and
(v) 15 hours of flight time as pilot in command in an airship that is a light-sport
aircraft.

!

(e) Lighter-than-air category and balloon class privileges,
(1) 35 hours of flight time as pilot-in-command,
(i) 20 hours of flight time in a balloon,
(ii) 10 flights in a balloon, and
(iii) 5 flights as pilot in command in a balloon that is a light-sport aircraft.

!

(f) Weight-shift-control aircraft category privileges,
(1) 150 hours of flight time as a pilot,
(i) 100 hours of flight time as pilot in command in powered aircraft,
(ii) 50 hours of flight time in a weight-shift-control aircraft,
(iii) 25 hours of cross-country flight time,
(iv) 10 hours of cross-country flight time in a weight-shift-control aircraft, and
(v) 15 hours of flight time as pilot in command in a weight-shift-control aircraft
that is a light-sport aircraft.

!

(g) Powered-parachute category privileges,
(1) 100 hours of flight time as a pilot,
(i) 75 hours of flight time as pilot in command in powered aircraft,
(ii) 50 hours of flight time in a powered parachute,
(iii) 15 hours of cross-country flight time,
(iv) 5 hours of cross-country flight time in a powered parachute, and
(v) 15 hours of flight time as pilot in command in a powered parachute that is a
light-sport aircraft.

!

§61.413 What are the privileges of my flight instructor certificate with a
sport pilot rating?
If you hold a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating, you are
authorized, within the limits of your certificate and rating, to provide training and
endorsements that are required for, and relate to—
(a) A student pilot seeking a sport pilot certificate;
(b) A sport pilot certificate;
(c) A flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating;
(d) A powered parachute or weight-shift-control aircraft rating;
(e) Sport pilot privileges;
(f) A flight review or operating privilege for a sport pilot;
(g) A practical test for a sport pilot certificate, a private pilot certificate with a
powered parachute or weight-shift-control aircraft rating or a flight instructor
certificate with a sport pilot rating;
(h) A knowledge test for a sport pilot certificate, a private pilot certificate with
a powered parachute or weight-shift-control aircraft rating or a flight instructor
certificate with a sport pilot rating; and
(i) A proficiency check for an additional category or class privilege for a sport
pilot certificate or a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating.

!

§61.415 What are the limits of a flight instructor certificate with a sport
pilot rating?
If you hold a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating, you may only
provide flight training in a light-sport aircraft and are subject to the following
limits:
(a) You may not provide ground or flight training in any aircraft for which you
do not hold:
(1) A sport pilot certificate with applicable category and class privileges or a
pilot certificate with the applicable category and class rating; and
(2) Applicable category and class privileges for your flight instructor
certificate with a sport pilot rating.
(b) You may not provide ground or flight training for a private pilot certificate
with a powered parachute or weight-shift-control aircraft rating unless you hold:
(1) At least a private pilot certificate with the applicable category and class
rating; and
(2) Applicable category and class privileges for your flight instructor
certificate with a sport pilot rating.
(c) You may not conduct more than 8 hours of flight training in any 24consecutive-hour period.
(d) You may not endorse a:
(1) Student pilot's certificate or logbook for solo flight privileges, unless you
have—
(i) Given that student the flight training required for solo flight privileges
required by this part; and
(ii) Determined that the student is prepared to conduct the flight safely under
known circumstances, subject to any limitations listed in the student's logbook
that you consider necessary for the safety of the flight.
(2) Student pilot's certificate and logbook for a solo cross-country flight,
unless you have determined the student's flight preparation, planning, equipment,
and proposed procedures are adequate for the proposed flight under the existing
conditions and within any limitations listed in the logbook that you consider
necessary for the safety of the flight.

(3) Student pilot's certificate and logbook for solo flight in Class B, C, and D
airspace areas, at an airport within Class B, C, or D airspace and to from,
through or on an airport having an operational control tower, unless that you have
—
(i) Given that student ground and flight training in that airspace or at that
airport; and
(ii) Determined that the student is proficient to operate the aircraft safely.
(4) Logbook of a pilot for a flight review, unless you have conducted a review
of that pilot in accordance with the requirements of §61.56.
(e) You may not provide training to operate a light-sport aircraft in Class B,
C, and D airspace, at an airport located in Class B, C, or D airspace, and to,
from, through, or at an airport having an operational control tower, unless you
have the endorsement specified in §61.325, or are otherwise authorized to
conduct operations in this airspace and at these airports.
(f) You may not provide training in a light-sport aircraft that is an airplane with
a VH less than or equal to 87 knots CAS unless you have the endorsement
specified in §61.327 (a), or are otherwise authorized to operate that light-sport
aircraft.
(g) You may not provide training in a light-sport aircraft with a VH greater than
87 knots CAS unless you have the endorsement specified in §61.327 (b), or are
otherwise authorized to operate that light-sport aircraft.
(h) You must perform all training in an aircraft that complies with the
requirements of §91.109 of this chapter.
(i) If you provide flight training for a certificate, rating or privilege, you must
provide that flight training in an aircraft that meets the following:
(1) The aircraft must have at least two pilot stations and be of the same
category and class appropriate to the certificate, rating or privilege sought.
(2) For single place aircraft, pre-solo flight training must be provided in an
aircraft that has two pilot stations and is of the same category and class
appropriate to the certificate, rating, or privilege sought.
[Doc. No. FAA-2001-11133, 69 FR 44875, July 27, 2004, as amended by Amdt. 61-125,
75 FR 5222, Feb. 1, 2010; Amdt. 61-125A, 75 FR 15610, Mar. 30, 2010]

§61.417 Will my flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating list
aircraft category and class ratings?
Your flight instructor certificate does not list aircraft category and class
ratings. When you successfully pass the practical test for a flight instructor
certificate with a sport pilot rating, regardless of the light-sport aircraft privileges
you seek, the FAA will issue you a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot
rating without any category and class ratings. The FAA will provide you with a
logbook endorsement for the category and class of light-sport aircraft you are
authorized to provide training in.
§61.419 How do I obtain privileges to provide training in an additional
category or class of light-sport aircraft?
If you hold a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating and seek to
provide training in an additional category or class of light-sport aircraft you must
—
(a) Receive a logbook endorsement from the authorized instructor who
trained you on the applicable areas of operation specified in §61.409 certifying
you have met the aeronautical knowledge and flight proficiency requirements for
the additional category and class flight instructor privilege you seek;
(b) Successfully complete a proficiency check from an authorized instructor
other than the instructor who trained you on the areas specified in §61.409 for
the additional category and class flight instructor privilege you seek;
(c) Complete an application for those privileges on a form and in a manner
acceptable to the FAA and present this application to the authorized instructor
who conducted the proficiency check specified in paragraph (b) of this section;
and
(d) Receive a logbook endorsement from the instructor who conducted the
proficiency check specified in paragraph (b) of this section certifying you are
proficient in the areas of operation and authorized for the additional category and
class flight instructor privilege.
§61.421 May I give myself an endorsement?
No. If you hold a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating, you may
not give yourself an endorsement for any certificate, privilege, rating, flight
review, authorization, practical test, knowledge test, or proficiency check required
by this part.

§61.423 What are the recordkeeping requirements for a flight instructor
with a sport pilot rating?
(a) As a flight instructor with a sport pilot rating you must:
(1) Sign the logbook of each person to whom you have given flight training
or ground training.
(2) Keep a record of the name, date, and type of endorsement for:
(i) Each person whose logbook or student pilot certificate you have endorsed
for solo flight privileges.
(ii) Each person for whom you have provided an endorsement for a
knowledge test, practical test, or proficiency check, and the record must indicate
the kind of test or check, and the results.
(iii) Each person whose logbook you have endorsed as proficient to operate
—
(A) An additional category or class of light-sport aircraft;
(B) In Class B, C, and D airspace; at an airport located in Class B, C, or D
airspace; and to, from, through, or at an airport having an operational control
tower;
(C) A light-sport aircraft that is an airplane with a VH less than or equal to 87
knots CAS; and
(D) A light-sport aircraft with a VH greater than 87 knots CAS.
(iv) Each person whose logbook you have endorsed as proficient to provide
flight training in an additional category or class of light-sport aircraft.
(b) Within 10 days after providing an endorsement for a person to operate or
provide training in an additional category and class of light-sport aircraft you must
—
(1) Complete, sign, and submit to the FAA the application presented to you
to obtain those privileges; and
(2) Retain a copy of the form.
(c) You must keep the records listed in this section for 3 years. You may
keep these records in a logbook or a separate document.

§61.425 How do I renew my flight instructor certificate?
If you hold a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating you may
renew your certificate in accordance with the provisions of §61.197.
§61.427 What must I do if my flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot
rating expires?
You may exchange your expired flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot
rating for a new certificate with a sport pilot rating and any other rating on that
certificate by passing a practical test as prescribed in §61.405(b) or §61.183(h)
for one of the ratings listed on the expired flight instructor certificate. The FAA will
reinstate any privilege authorized by the expired certificate.
§61.429 May I exercise the privileges of a flight instructor certificate with a
sport pilot rating if I hold a flight instructor certificate with another rating?
If you hold a flight instructor certificate, a commercial pilot certificate with an
airship rating, or a commercial pilot certificate with a balloon rating issued under
this part, and you seek to exercise the privileges of a flight instructor certificate
with a sport pilot rating, you may do so without any further showing of proficiency,
subject to the following limits:
(a) You are limited to the aircraft category and class ratings listed on your
flight instructor certificate, commercial pilot certificate with an airship rating, or
commercial pilot certificate with a balloon rating, as appropriate, when exercising
your flight instructor privileges and the privileges specified in §61.413.
(b) You must comply with the limits specified in §61.415 and the
recordkeeping requirements of §61.423.
(c) If you want to exercise the privileges of your flight instructor certificate in
a category or class of light-sport aircraft for which you are not currently rated, you
must meet all applicable requirements to provide training in an additional
category or class of light-sport aircraft specified in §61.419.
§91.109 Flight instruction; Simulated instrument flight and certain flight
tests.
(a) No person may operate a civil aircraft (except a manned free balloon)
that is being used for flight instruction unless that aircraft has fully functioning
dual controls. However, instrument flight instruction may be given in an airplane
that is equipped with a single, functioning throwover control wheel that controls
the elevator and ailerons, in place of fixed, dual controls, when—

(1) The instructor has determined that the flight can be conducted safely;
and
(2) The person manipulating the controls has at least a private pilot
certificate with appropriate category and class ratings.
(b) An airplane equipped with a single, functioning throwover control wheel
that controls the elevator and ailerons, in place of fixed, dual controls may be
used for flight instruction to conduct a flight review required by §61.56 of this
chapter, or to obtain recent flight experience or an instrument proficiency check
required by §61.57 when—
(1) The airplane is equipped with operable rudder pedals at both pilot
stations;
(2) The pilot manipulating the controls is qualified to serve and serves as
pilot in command during the entire flight;
(3) The instructor is current and qualified to serve as pilot in command of the
airplane, meets the requirements of §61.195(b), and has logged at least 25 hours
of pilot-in-command flight time in the make and model of airplane; and
(4) The pilot in command and the instructor have determined the flight can
be conducted safely.
(c) No person may operate a civil aircraft in simulated instrument flight
unless—
(1) The other control seat is occupied by a safety pilot who possesses at
least a private pilot certificate with category and class ratings appropriate to the
aircraft being flown.
(2) The safety pilot has adequate vision forward and to each side of the
aircraft, or a competent observer in the aircraft adequately supplements the
vision of the safety pilot; and
(3) Except in the case of lighter-than-air aircraft, that aircraft is equipped with
fully functioning dual controls. However, simulated instrument flight may be
conducted in a single-engine airplane, equipped with a single, functioning,
throwover control wheel, in place of fixed, dual controls of the elevator and
ailerons, when—
(i) The safety pilot has determined that the flight can be conducted safely;
and

(ii) The person manipulating the controls has at least a private pilot certificate
with appropriate category and class ratings.
(d) No person may operate a civil aircraft that is being used for a flight test
for an airline transport pilot certificate or a class or type rating on that certificate,
or for a part 121 proficiency flight test, unless the pilot seated at the controls,
other than the pilot being checked, is fully qualified to act as pilot in command of
the aircraft.
Andy’s NOTE: I have included the above regulation to bring in the last point
about a CFI-S being safety pilot, which is required to fulfill the student crosscountry training requirements for basic control by instruments in FAR 61.23 (e)
(12). A CFI-S who is certificated as a private pilot or higher meets the safety pilot
requirements of this regulation, and therefore can legally give the required
instruction. That said, the intent of the CFI-S rating is to allow them to take a
student from the get-go to the rating, something they legally cannot do today is
their pilot certificate is Sport Pilot only. This is one of the things that the FAA
needs to fix, along with the CFI-S dual time not counting toward the Private Pilot
rating (…something that is a result of an FAA legal office opinion and the FAA’s
refusal to act on an EAA/AOPA petition that addressed an easily implemented
solution).
§91.327 Aircraft having a special airworthiness certificate in the light-sport
category: Operating limitations.
(a) No person may operate an aircraft that has a special airworthiness
certificate in the light-sport category for compensation or hire except—
(1) To tow a glider or an unpowered ultralight vehicle in accordance with
§91.309 of this chapter; or
(2) To conduct flight training.
(b) No person may operate an aircraft that has a special airworthiness
certificate in the light-sport category unless—
(1) The aircraft is maintained by a certificated repairman with a light-sport
aircraft maintenance rating, an appropriately rated mechanic, or an appropriately
rated repair station in accordance with the applicable provisions of part 43 of this
chapter and maintenance and inspection procedures developed by the aircraft
manufacturer or a person acceptable to the FAA;
(2) A condition inspection is performed once every 12 calendar months by a
certificated repairman (light-sport aircraft) with a maintenance rating, an

appropriately rated mechanic, or an appropriately rated repair station in
accordance with inspection procedures developed by the aircraft manufacturer or
a person acceptable to the FAA;
(3) The owner or operator complies with all applicable airworthiness
directives;
(4) The owner or operator complies with each safety directive applicable to
the aircraft that corrects an existing unsafe condition. In lieu of complying with a
safety directive an owner or operator may—
(i) Correct the unsafe condition in a manner different from that specified in
the safety directive provided the person issuing the directive concurs with the
action; or
(ii) Obtain an FAA waiver from the provisions of the safety directive based on
a conclusion that the safety directive was issued without adhering to the
applicable consensus standard;
(5) Each alteration accomplished after the aircraft's date of manufacture
meets the applicable and current consensus standard and has been authorized
by either the manufacturer or a person acceptable to the FAA;
(6) Each major alteration to an aircraft product produced under a consensus
standard is authorized, performed and inspected in accordance with
maintenance and inspection procedures developed by the manufacturer or a
person acceptable to the FAA; and
(7) The owner or operator complies with the requirements for the recording
of major repairs and major alterations performed on type-certificated products in
accordance with §43.9(d) of this chapter, and with the retention requirements in
§91.417.
(c) No person may operate an aircraft issued a special airworthiness
certificate in the light-sport category to tow a glider or unpowered ultralight
vehicle for compensation or hire or conduct flight training for compensation or
hire in an aircraft which that persons provides unless within the preceding 100
hours of time in service the aircraft has—
(1) Been inspected by a certificated repairman with a light-sport aircraft
maintenance rating, an appropriately rated mechanic, or an appropriately rated
repair station in accordance with inspection procedures developed by the aircraft
manufacturer or a person acceptable to the FAA and been approved for return to
service in accordance with part 43 of this chapter; or

(2) Received an inspection for the issuance of an airworthiness certificate in
accordance with part 21 of this chapter.
(d) Each person operating an aircraft issued a special airworthiness
certificate in the light-sport category must operate the aircraft in accordance with
the aircraft's operating instructions, including any provisions for necessary
operating equipment specified in the aircraft's equipment list.
(e) Each person operating an aircraft issued a special airworthiness
certificate in the light-sport category must advise each person carried of the
special nature of the aircraft and that the aircraft does not meet the airworthiness
requirements for an aircraft issued a standard airworthiness certificate.
(f) The FAA may prescribe additional limitations that it considers necessary.
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Andy’s NOTE: This is one of the regulations I believe most pilots either don’t
know about or choose to ignore. Part (d) specifically forbids operation on a SLSA
contrary to the airplane’s operating instructions, which means if the manufacturer
stated that the airplane is for day VFR use, I believe that flying it at night, even
with the legally prescribed lights (which is actually a reg that applies to standard
category aircraft), is not legal. It also is illegal to fly it IFR. You may be able to
get away with it, but you’re taking your rating and your insurance payment into
your own hands if you do so.
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Subpart M, Appendix D to Part 91—Airports/Locations: Special
Operating Restrictions
Section 1. Locations at which the requirements of §91.215(b)(2) and
§91.225(d)(2) apply. The requirements of §§91.215(b)(2) and 91.225(d)(2) apply
below 10,000 feet MSL within a 30-nautical-mile radius of each location in the
following list.
Atlanta, GA (The William B. Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport)
Baltimore, MD (Baltimore Washington International Airport)
Boston, MA (General Edward Lawrence Logan International Airport)
Chantilly, VA (Washington Dulles International Airport)
Charlotte, NC (Charlotte/Douglas International Airport)
Chicago, IL Chicago-O'Hare International Airport)
Cleveland, OH (Cleveland-Hopkins International Airport)
Covington, KY (Cincinnati Northern Kentucky International Airport)
Dallas, TX (Dallas/Fort Worth Regional Airport)
Denver, CO (Denver International Airport)
Detroit, MI (Metropolitan Wayne County Airport)
Honolulu, HI (Honolulu International Airport)
Houston, TX (George Bush Intercontinental Airport/Houston)
Kansas City, KS (Mid-Continent International Airport)
Las Vegas, NV (McCarran International Airport)
Los Angeles, CA (Los Angeles International Airport)
Memphis, TN (Memphis International Airport)
Miami, FL (Miami International Airport)
Minneapolis, MN (Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport)
Newark, NJ (Newark International Airport)
New Orleans, LA (New Orleans International Airport-Moisant Field)
New York, NY (John F. Kennedy International Airport)
New York, NY (LaGuardia Airport)
Orlando, FL (Orlando International Airport)

Philadelphia, PA (Philadelphia International Airport)
Phoenix, AZ (Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport)
Pittsburgh, PA (Greater Pittsburgh International Airport)
St. Louis, MO (Lambert-St. Louis International Airport)
Salt Lake City, UT (Salt Lake City International Airport)
San Diego, CA (San Diego International Airport)
San Francisco, CA (San Francisco International Airport)
Seattle, WA (Seattle-Tacoma International Airport)
Tampa, FL (Tampa International Airport)
Washington, DC (Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport and Andrews Air
Force Base, MD)
Section 2. Airports at which the requirements of §91.215(b)(5)(ii) apply.
[Reserved]
Section 3. Locations at which fixed-wing Special VFR operations are
prohibited.
The Special VFR weather minimums of §91.157 do not apply to the following
airports:
Atlanta, GA (The William B. Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport)
Baltimore, MD (Baltimore/Washington International Airport)
Boston, MA (General Edward Lawrence Logan International Airport)
Buffalo, NY (Greater Buffalo International Airport)
Chicago, IL (Chicago-O'Hare International Airport)
Cleveland, OH (Cleveland-Hopkins International Airport)
Columbus, OH (Port Columbus International Airport)
Covington, KY (Cincinnati Northern Kentucky International Airport)
Dallas, TX (Dallas/Fort Worth Regional Airport)
Dallas, TX (Love Field)
Denver, CO (Denver International Airport)
Detroit, MI (Metropolitan Wayne County Airport)
Honolulu, HI (Honolulu International Airport)

Houston, TX (George Bush Intercontinental Airport/Houston)
Indianapolis, IN (Indianapolis International Airport)
Los Angeles, CA (Los Angeles International Airport)
Louisville, KY (Standiford Field)
Memphis, TN (Memphis International Airport)
Miami, FL (Miami International Airport)
Minneapolis, MN (Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport)
Newark, NJ (Newark International Airport)
New York, NY (John F. Kennedy International Airport)
New York, NY (LaGuardia Airport)
New Orleans, LA (New Orleans International Airport-Moisant Field)
Philadelphia, PA (Philadelphia International Airport)
Pittsburgh, PA (Greater Pittsburgh International Airport)
Portland, OR (Portland International Airport)
San Francisco, CA (San Francisco International Airport)
Seattle, WA (Seattle-Tacoma International Airport)
St. Louis, MO (Lambert-St. Louis International Airport)
Tampa, FL (Tampa International Airport)
Washington, DC (Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport and Andrews Air
Force Base, MD)
Section 4. Locations at which solo student, sport, and recreational pilot
activity is not permitted.
Pursuant to §91.131(b)(2), solo student, sport, and recreational pilot
operations are not permitted at any of the following airports.
Atlanta, GA (The William B. Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport)
Boston, MA (General Edward Lawrence Logan International Airport)
Chicago, IL (Chicago-O'Hare International Airport)
Dallas, TX (Dallas/Fort Worth Regional Airport)
Los Angeles, CA (Los Angeles International Airport)
Miami, FL (Miami International Airport)

Newark, NJ (Newark International Airport)
New York, NY (John F. Kennedy International Airport)
New York, NY (LaGuardia Airport)
San Francisco, CA (San Francisco International Airport)
Washington, DC (Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport)
Andrews Air Force Base, MD
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Andy’s NOTE: No matter what your certificate level, if you are flying as a Sport
Pilot, you cannot land, takeoff, or otherwise operate at any of these Class B
airports. Enuff said!

